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Living with Hope in Uncertain Times

“We kn�  that in all things God w� ks f�  the g� d of those who l� e him,
who have been called acc� ding to his p� pose” (R� ans 8:28). 

Dear family and friends of MUMC,  
 Due to the global pandemic of the COVID 19 virus, we are surrounded by a 
high level of anxiety and uncertainty now. We wonder: “What is next?” “Will this 
pandemic be over soon?” “Will my family be safe?” “Will we have Easter Sunday 
worship in the church sanctuary?” However, nobody has any defi nite answers 
yet. Although things are supposed to slow down around us, we have been busier 
and are getting worn out in the circumstance where we have lost our daily and 
weekly routines. It has been very challenging and stressful for us to adapt to 
the rapid changes occurring in the entire community lately. I especially hold all 
parents and grandparents, keeping children at home, and working at home in 
my prayers. This is the season that requires us extra strengths, wisdom, and 
patience. 

 As I sat down and prayed to God seeking wisdom and inspiration to know what 
to share with my congregants in this special month of Resurrection, two words 
popped up in my head: Certainty and Uncertainty. Yes, we are in a time of un-
certainty. However, don’t we have the certainty in God? Our sure hope is ground 
on the truth of God: God is with us. Our loving and mighty God is in control. 
Because of the truth of God, we can be sure about our wellbeing, health, and 
safety today and tomorrow. 

 As we sing aloud every Easter Sunday morning, because he lives, we can face 
tomorrow and all fear is gone. I want to remind you of the sure hope and truth of 
God.   

God sent His Son; They called Him Jesus
He came to love, heal, and forgive. 
He lived and died to buy my pardon
An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives
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Because He lives, I can face tomorrow
Because He lives all fear is gone
Because I know He holds the future
And life is worth the living just because He lives. 

 Nothing is more certain than the life, death, and Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. It is true that the Resurrected Jesus Christ is walking with us in our 
times of trouble. The risen Christ will surely bring us victory according to the 
good purpose and will of God. Scripture tells us in Romans 8:28, “We know 
that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have 
been called according to his purpose.” In this challenging season, I want to 
encourage you to be confi dent in God’s promise and love for us. Take time to 
think about Moses, Daniel, Elijah, and the Israelites under all kinds of crisis 
in Scripture. God’s goodness, mercy, divine purposes were always manifested 
throughout their life courses. 

 My friends in Christ! Trust that this challenging season will bring greater 
joy and victory to us in God’s time when we wait on the Lord patiently. Lean 
on the sure hope of Christ in this uncertain time. I want to urge you to spend 
more time to fi nd the spiritual meaning that God wants you to search for in this 
particular season of your lives. I cannot wait for the Sunday when we gather 
together in our sanctuary and sing aloud to proclaim the victory of the risen 
Christ: “Because he lives, I can face tomorrow!” He has risen! Christ is living 
in us. May the peace of Christ be with you and your family now and always! I 
love you and miss you all, my Kingdom family. 

From Pastor Sung Ah Choi

P.S.: We can make social distance a chance for spiritual closeness to Jesus. 

April Celebrations!

BIRTHDAYS

6 Phil Clarke
 Janet Takach       
 Tucker Dahlin                 

19 Peg Shields          

21 F. David Bailey
 Jill Long  

22 Steve Potucek           

23 Ryan Quinlan
 Eden Han 

24 Grace Cheney  

25 Mike  Moore                    

30 Eric Quinlan 

ANNIVERSARIES

6 Terry & Linda Norris         

16 Gary & Ginger Evans 

—We Hold in Prayer—
Fran Smith, Jan Smith, Cathy Totman, 
The Family of Eunice Tabor, Joyce Doig, 

Laurie Moore & Family, Janet Whyland’s brother, 
Pastor Choi’s Father, Janet Frost, 

Sondra Smolen’s daughter-in-law, Joy Buffan, 
Dave (Ed White’s Brother), Cathy Mehlenbacher’s 

Friend, Theresa (friend of Dave Martin), 
Marcia (friend of Sally Baily), Dave and 

Norma Jane (friends of Mike and Laurie Moore) 

The following military service personnel: 
Chad Hardenburgh, Zachary Smith, 
Daniel Lathrop, Matthew Barnes, 

Kristen & Brian Walter, Sgt. Jeffrey Lumley

Our congregants, family, and friends who work in the 
medical fi eld and essential businesses. Our family 
and friends who live in the New York City area. All 
Friends and loved ones, our military forces worldwide 
and peace, And for all those suffering with Covid-19 
and those feeling isolated due to this pandemic.

— Do You Have a Prayer Request? —
Please contact Mary Widger at 315-673-9142.
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General Conference 
to be postponed to 2021

On Wednesday, March 18, the Commission on the 
General Conference released a statement explaining 
that General Conference will be postponed and will 
not be held May 5-15, 2020 as planned.

On Monday, March 23, the Commission on the Gen-
eral Conference sent an update stating that General 
Conference will be postponed specifi cally to 2021 
and will still be held in Minneapolis.

General Conference 
to be postponed to 2021



Five Ways To Be The Church  
When Church Is Canceled 
Reprinted from the Patheos Blog

Seems like the notion of “cancel culture” just took on 
a whole new dimension.

School — canceled. Vacation– canceled. Basketball 
tournaments and horse races– both the lifeblood of my 
people– canceled. Conferences, retreats, events of all 
kinds– canceled, eliminated, done-zo. In a matter of a 
few days, this thing has gone from “wash your hands 
and cover your cough” to a significant lifestyle change 
that most of us have not experienced in our lifetime.

Of all the cancellations, perhaps the most unnerving of 
all is the call, in many areas, to cancel church worship 
services. This seems counterintuitive in a time when 
people are anxious and need community; when people 
are facing economic uncertainty and need support; and 
when people are fearful and need the comfort of prayer 
and connection. And yet– we have to acknowledge 
that “large gatherings” are a hotspot for the spread of 
disease, and that church services can be pretty cozy 
experiences as far as personal space goes. For all of 
our best efforts to eliminate hand shaking and peace 
passing, and to modify communion practices, the best 
way to protect folks right now is to keep them apart.

It’s sad. It’s painful. It goes against every impulse 
of church leaders who proclaim faith in a God who is 
bigger than human fear. And it rubs up against the ego 
of those who think of themselves as hardy enough to 
weather any storm and get to church early to get the 
coffee going.

I get it. I really do. But sometimes, painful as it is, can-
celling is the responsible, compassionate thing to do, 
and anything else is just hubris. Think of this illness as 
the black ice of liability. If there is a blizzard, you might 
be able to get to church. But if you can’t clear the side-
walks and the parking lots, do you really want to invite 
people into a hazard situation–the invisible threat that 
is just under the surface? This is like that. Sure, folks 
who are not sick are going to feel like they should still 
come to church. But they could be carrying something 
they don’t know they have yet, and pass it right on to 
their elderly or immunocompromised neighbor.

There are many unknowns here. There is unprecedent-
ed territory ahead, and nobody can say how long it 
might last. So if it does come down to canceling ser-
vices at your place, here are some things to remember, 
and some ways to keep “being the Church,” even when 
you can’t be in the church building.

Support your pastors. And elders, and trustees and 
board members– whoever has to make the really hard 
decisions about whether and how to gather in times of 
uncertainty. There is no road map for this, and there is 
no one right answer. Trust that the folks who ultimately 
make the call spent some time in prayer, discernment, 
and very difficult conversations. Know that they heavily 
weighed consequences, including your disappointment, 
and ultimately did what they thought was the best thing 
for the wellbeing of the community. Thank them for 
having your best interests at heart, and then

Send in your pledge. This may seem like a small 
thing in the grand scheme right now, but trust me. It 
matters that you continue to get your offering in, as 
long as you are fiscally able. This is a great time to 
reexamine online giving options, or encourage folks to 
sign up for automatic withdrawal. Even the healthiest 
congregations can find themselves in the hole, and 
quick, after just a few Sundays of missed offerings. If 
you can’t give online, mail in a check, send a carrier 
pigeon, do what you have to do. Even if the building 
is empty, bills and salaries need to be paid; what’s 
more, you’re helping your church maintain mission 
commitments to the community in a time when that 
commitment is more important than ever.

Check on your neighbors. Your older neighbors, 
your neighbor on chemo, your neighbor whose kid 
relies on free school lunch, your neighbor who still 
has to go to work and could use help with childcare… 
Any time you help someone in your proximity, you 
are living out the values of your faith community. You 
are embodying what the whole gospel thing is about, 
which takes church out of the building and brings it to 
life for others. This is what we go to church to learn 
how to do– it is ‘for such a time as this’ that you have 
spent all those other Sundays in worship.

Pray for your church family. And send notes. Make 
phone calls. All the things that we do for shut-ins, 
do for each other now that we are all shut-ins, so to 
speak. We are one body, even when that body is not 
together in the flesh. There are plenty of ways to stay 
connected in spirit, and care for each others’ spiritual 
needs.

Continued on page 4
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continued from page 3

Practice Sabbath. For some, this shutdown of life 
as we know it is going to cause signifi cant economic 
hardship. In the spirit of #3, care for your neighbor 
as best as you can. In the meantime, recognize if 
your own discomfort is just inconvenience, and keep 
that perspective. Recognize that downtime can be a 
gift– an imposed sabbath of time to sit still and be 
with your family, without the usual rush of places to 
be and things to accomplish. Read together; prepare 
meals together (can you share with a neighbor? #3 
and repeat); maybe even binge watch some Netfl ix 
together. When’s the last time everybody was home 
for this long? Talk about what you can learn from 
this season. Talk about your blessings. Play a game. 
Make something. Listen to music. It really doesn’t 
matter. Any of these things can be worshipful in their 
own way, if by ‘worship’ we mean rest and renewal by 
way of connecting with God and others.

“Cancel culture” might have a whole new meaning; 
but “let the Church be the Church” still stands.

The Marcellus Ecumenical Food Pantry will be 
open regular hours on Tuesday, 11 am-noon, and 
6:30 pm –7:30 pm. Clients will be asked to wait 
outside, we will bring you a bag of food and your 
chosen freezer items. If you are not feeling well–
PLEASE send a representative.

If you need food, it is available to you. We offer 
food for 3 meals a day for 3 days, and you can 
pick up every other week.

We will also have drop off bins available for do-
nations during those hours-for any non-perishable 
donations. Thank you to those who have already 
donated. Things needed include peanut butter & 
jelly, tuna, canned chicken, cereal, soup, pasta, 
sauce, canned veggies and fruit, rice, toiletries. 
You get the idea.

Marcellus is doing a great job supporting the food 
pantry–THANK YOU! Food is available to all in the 
Marcellus school district who have a food emer-
gency, or fall within the income guidelines.

Lockdown
Yes there is fear.
Yes there is isolation.
Yes there is panic buying.
Yes there is sickness.
Yes there is even death.
But, they say that in Wuhan after so many years of noise
You can hear the birds again.
They say that after just a few weeks of quiet
The sky is no longer thick with fumes
But blue and grey and clear.
They say that in the streets of Assisi
People are singing to each other across the empty squares,
keeping their windows open so that those who are alone
may hear the sounds of family around them.
They say that a hotel in the West of Ireland
Is offering free meals and delivery to the housebound.
Today a young woman I know is busy spreading fl iers
 with her number through the neighbourhood
 So that the elders may have someone to call on.
Today Churches, Synagogues, Mosques and Temples
 are preparing to welcome
 and shelter the homeless, the sick, the weary
All over the world people are slowing down and refl ecting
All over the world people are looking at their neighbours 
 in a new way
All over the world people are waking up to a new reality
To how big we really are.
To how little control we really have.
To what really matters.
To Love.
So we pray and we remember that
Yes there is fear.
But there does not have to be hate.
Yes there is isolation.
But there does not have to be loneliness.
Yes there is panic buying.
But there does not have to be meanness.
Yes there is sickness.
But there does not have to be disease of the Soul
Yes there is even death.
But there can always be a rebirth of love.
Wake to the choices you make as to how to live now.
Today, breathe.
Listen, behind the factory noises of your panic
The birds are singing again
The sky is clearing,
Spring is coming,
And we are always encompassed by Love.
Open the windows of your soul
And though you may not be able to touch across the
 empty square…Sing.

Fr. Richard Hendrick, OFM
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Community Resources
Here are some of the resources available to anyone in need during the Covid-19 Pandemic

Chalk Your Walk!
Folks in the Marcellus Village 
are leaving fun and inspiring 
messages for people to discov-
er while out on their walks.

FOOD and GROCERIES
Marcellus Central School District is making food 
available to students in need.  Please contact  
Donna Rice (drice@marcellusschools.org) at the 
school for more information.

Costco is open for special operating hours on Tues-
days and Thursdays exclusively for members of the 
wholesale club who are over 60 year of age or have 
physical disabilities.

Tops is open for special operating hours on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 6AM-7:30AM for people who are 
over 60 year of age.

Nojaims is stocked. People are reporting that the 
larger grocery store chains are out of stock on many 
items while our village market has been able to main-
tain most of the needed staples.

The Little Free Pantry is back at the Grange for the 
community to use. Groceries and toiletries are avail-
able 24-7 for anyone in need. Located at 15 West 
Main Street.

Grocery Delivery is available to all senior citizens in 
Onondaga County. Call the hotline at 315-218-1987 
to arrange to have your groceries delivered to your 
house. Questions? Contact Melanie Vilardi 315-436-
8305.

Hard to find cleaning products available!
Bottles of Lysol ready to give away from the Grange (2 
per person). This is already to pour into a spray bottle 
and use. On the front porch at 14 E. Main Street, next 
to Reagan’s Insurance. Spray on surface, wipe with 
paper towel or let air dry.

MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT
Mental Health Hotline 1-844-863-9314  
Over 6,000 Mental Healthcare providers have signed 
up to give free counseling to support those in need 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

CHILD CARE
Full day, daycare provided by the YMCA is being held 
at KCH for the children of essential workers who are 
in need for child care due to schools being closed. 
You do not need to be in the Marcellus School district 
to utilize this emergency daycare. Contact Kristina 
Mullahy, program director at 315-474-6851 ext. 315 
or kmullahy@ymcacny.org for details.

KEEPING KIDS and ADULTS BUSY
Take and Make Pizza Kits are available from Papa’s 
Express for kids to create their own pizza. Call ahead 
to order.

Free WIFI from Spectrum is available for 60 days for 
students who have had to move to distance learning 
that requires technology. Call 844-488-8395 for more 
information.

Village Bear Hunt is a fun way for youngsters to spot 
teddy bears in the windows of the houses in the vil-
lage from a safe distance. Put one in your front  
window and keep this fun “scavenger hunt” going!

Cookie Decorating Kits are available from EMS a.k.a 
Eat More Sweets for kids to decorate cut-out cookies. 
Call ahead to order, they also are able to handle  
special dietary needs such a gluten free.

Little Free Libraries are open and being stocked with 
books! Located throughout Onondaga County, there 
are Little Free Libraries in Marcellus Park, near the 
playground at KCH and outside the Ecumenical Food 
Pantry at the First Presbyterian Church.

Rock Painting Craft Kits are available from the 
Grange for folks to take. Complete with rocks, paint 
and a brush!

Learn to Knit Kits are available to anyone interested 
from the Marcellus Grange. Instructions are included 
to make a simple square that can be returned to the 
Grange and volunteers will then sew them together to 
create a community quilt to be displayed during Olde 
Home Days.
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Do your part to
FLATTEN THE CURVE!
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For   Kids   and   Adults   alike!  

The   books   of   the   Bible   on  
YouTube!  

This   is   a   fun   way   to   learn   the   66   books   of   the  
Bible!    Play   it   over   and   over   and   over   again   –  
you   will   soon   see   that   this   song   will   be   a   new  
memory   that   will   serve   you   for   the   rest   of   your  
lives.  

Pastor   Sung   Ah   has   a    P R I Z E    for   each   child  
(sorry   adults)   that   can   demonstrate/recite   the  
books   of   the   Bible   by   May   2020!  

MUMC: Socially Distant but 
Remaining Spritually Active!
So much has been cancelled, but here is a list of 
activities still “meeting” and moving forward—

Church Council Meeting via ZOOM Video Conferencing Call 
Thursday, April 2 at 7 PM. Church Council Members are 
invited via email, if you have not received the link for some 
reason, please let Pastor Choi know. 

Lent Wesleyan Faith Builder Small Groups 
We are still Meeting on Wednesday nights at 7pm during Lent 
via Zoom. Zoom is an online video chat app where people can 
see and talk to each other. A link will be sent to you via email 
and you click on the link to join the zoom meeting.  Any ques-
tions or if you want to join a group please contact Anne Dorio. 

Keeping Busy During this Time
It’s been suggested by Janet Frost that while we are all socially 
isolating, young and old, we should fi nd a craft project to work 
on. Harmony is painting, Ella’s making bracelets and I know 
we have knitters, quilters, and wood workers. When our health 
emergency lessens perhaps we can have a craft show or sale to 
donate money towards a pandemic related need. No pressure 
for perfection but a hopeful helpful project to keep our MUMC 
community of faith working together during our social separation.

Sewing Masks for Health Workers
Many people including Thumbstall Quilt Guild are sewing 
masks. Upstate Hospital has put out a very specifi c pattern,  
that requires a special nose piece. Opinions on patterns and 
the reality of health workers fi nding them useful is still up in 
the air, but it is hoped they will utilized in some way.

Learn The Books of the Bible!

For the video visit—
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ixMvFdeo-F0

Sunday Worship via FACEBOOK at 9:30 AM
Please come and join our online worship via Marcellus 
UMC Facebook Page. Use the bulletin to read along and 
participate during worship—not just watch. You can join 
worship by clicking the link in the email blast, or by sign-
ing into Facebook and going to the MUMC page. Along the 
left side of the page, click on “VIDEO” to be taken to the 
Facebook Live video stream. If you need help, contact Scott 
Tanner (stanner427@earthlink.net).

MUMC will send the Sunday Worship Bulletin and 
announcements via an email blast on Fridays  
If you have an announcement that should be included, please 
send it to: marcellusumc1slocombe@gmail.com by Thursday 
morning. You can mail in your pledges or pay them electroni-
cally if you are able to do online banking. Kevin Wade, Finance 
Team Chair (KWade@bpas.com) can help you to go through 
the process over the phone if you need help setting that up.

Hosanna!
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna!Hosanna!Hosanna!Hosanna!
On Palm Sunday— take a ride and stop by church to 
pick up a palm. They will be available outside of the 

Slocombe Ave. entrance. We will celebrate “Our Lord’s 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem” in spirit!

https://www.facebook.com/MarcellusUMC/
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