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Are You Prepared? 
In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness  
of Judea and saying: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near” 
(Matthew 3:1-2).
 
“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour” 
(Matthew 25:13).

 Had you ever taken a course preparing you for a global pandemic before? I 
have never learned at my seminary and two other graduate schools about how 
to live and minister in a season of a global pandemic like COVID-19. Leading 
Sunday worship with empty pews, no choir, no live music, no ushers, no greet-
ers, no liturgists, and no congregants! It was just a “wow” moment, making my 
jaw drop on Sunday, March 22, 2020. A scene that I never imagined before has 
become my reality every Sunday. None of the pastors have been prepared for a 
season like this. Despite many difficulties, I am grateful that we have made our 
Sunday worship still possible via Facebook live streaming. By the grace of God 
and the excellent support from my husband, I have been learning how to deal 
with this unprepared season week by week. Praise the Lord! 

 I have been through a course of diverse emotions, moments of ponderings, 
and theological reflections on this unique season for the past several weeks.  
On my spiritual endeavors to hear the voice of God and discern the heart of God, 
I have seen that one of the dominant themes of the messages and questions 
among Christians in the virtual world, is about the End Times. People wonder, 
“Are we getting closer to the End Times and God’s final judgment? My friends, 
what do you think about it? 

 I do believe that Jesus will come again because it is written in the Bible that I 
value as the primary resource for my theology and life. As we wait for the arriv-
al of Jesus during the season of Advent every year, I believe there will be the 
second coming of Jesus. Is the time near? Scripture says, “But about that day 
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May Celebrations!

BIRTHDAYS

1 Dick Lathrop 
 Mike Brown 

8 Linda Norris  

9 Marty Wicks  

16 George West  

18 Diana Meade         

21 Gary Evans
 Josilyn Howell                  

23 Diane Lathrop                                          

25 Tracy Cheney                 

29 Rev. Tom Brown         
 Karen Lewien

30 Nancy Seeley    

ANNIVERSARIES

12 Mike & Laurie Moore                

22 John & Karen Lewien

25 Dave & Janet Takach                     

29 Eric & Tracy Cheney

—We Hold in Prayer—

Betty and Don Sherman, Kaye and Tom Brown, Fran Smith, Joyce Doig,  
Laurie Moore & Family, Janet Whyland’s brother, Pastor Choi’s Father, Janet Frost 

The following military service personnel: Chad Hardenburgh,  
Zachary Smith, Daniel Lathrop, Matthew Barnes, Kristen & Brian Walter, 

Sgt. Jeffrey Lumley

Our congregants, family, and friends who work in the medical field and 
essential businesses. Our family and friends who live in the New York City 
area, And for all those suffering with Covid-19 and those feeling isolated 

due to this pandemic. 

Do You Have a Prayer Request? 
Please contact Mary Widger at 315-673-9142.
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or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father” (Matthew 24:36). I want to say this: if the early Christian eagerly waited 
for the Christ to come again and felt the urgency of preparation for His second 
coming 2,000 years ago, how much more should we be better prepared for the 
Christ’s coming than the early Christians? How have you been preparing for his 
coming? 

 The parable of Jesus written in Matthew 24 about the five foolish virgins and 
the five wise virgins is a good lesson for us today. Like the five wise virgins, we 
need to be spiritually awakened and preparing for His coming with oil, which 
represents the anointing of the Holy Spirit. I don’t want you to be confused by 
different voices and theological arguments about the End time theology. I do 
not want you to be driven by any fear. God never drives us by a spirit of fear, but 
love. Jesus warns us, “Don’t let anyone mislead you… They will deceive many” 
(Matthew 24:4 & 5). We can prepare for the coming of Christ with joy and antici-
pation in peace as we do in Advent. 

 For our spiritual preparations, I have three suggestions for you. First, you 
need to repent your sins and make any crookedness of your lives right with God 
as the Prophet Isaiah and John the Baptist preached to us. Our holiness before 
God is our spiritual weapon in spiritual warfare. Second, you need to be filled 
with the Holy Spirit like the five wise virgins waiting for the bridegroom. Please 
ask God for the fullness of the Holy Spirit in your spirts always. You need the 
oil from the Spirit of God, and our loving God will pour out the anointing upon 
you when you ask for. Also, please stand firm on the living Word of God. There 
are so many misleading voices and different interpretations of the scriptures 
regarding the End times. They often make people insecure and fearful of God. 
Don’t be fearful of their words, but have fear of the God who is just, righteous, 
forgiving, and gracious. Let us not turn either to the right or to the left. We need 
to be firmly rooted in the living Word of God. 

 My brothers and sisters in Christ! God is working in the midst of this global 
pandemic. Trust in God. Let us prepare for His coming! Let us faithfully and 
joyfully walk with the Lord as we are spiritually awaken and preparing for the 
new season to come! May the Lord keep you and bless you and yours now and 
forever!

From Pastor Sung Ah Choi 



Thanks to everyone who has continued to finan-
cially support MUMC with your gifts. MUMC has 
set up an online giving tool through PayPal. In 
addition to mailing in your gifts, you may now 
make contributions online. To donate online: Go 
to the church website at www.marcellusumc.org.  
You will see a “Donate” button on the home 
page. To make a donation, click the “donate” 
button.  This online link will be also included in 
the weekly email blast on Fridays. 

UNY Annual Conference
Postponed to October 3, 2020. 

2020 General Conference  
Postponed to 2021. 

Due to the ongoing concerns related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Bishop, Mark J. Webb, after 
consulting with the Sessions Committee and the 
executive committee of the Board of Ordained 
Ministry, recommended to the Upper New York 
Cabinet that the Upper New York Annual Confer-
ence session, originally scheduled for May 28 
– 30, 2020, be postponed. This recommendation 
was approved unanimously. 

October 3, 2020, a date previously reserved for a 
potential Special Session of Annual Conference, 
will now be the 2020 Session of the Upper New 
York Annual Conference. This one-day session 
will allow the necessary business of the Annual 
Conference. 

The Bridge
The May Issue I of the Bridge is now available for 
download. It is available in both color and black 
& white formats. Visit http://www.unyumc.org/
about/the-bridge select the version you prefer. 
This issue highlights amazing mission work that 
has been accomplished by Upper New York mem-
bers locally, nationally, and internationally, pointing 
to the next issue of the Advocate, entitled, “Being 
the Hands and Feet of Jesus,” available May 1.

If anyone needs assistance during the closure: 
• marcellusumc1slocombe@gmail.com
• 315-673-3239 
• Pastor Sung Ah (revdrchoi.mumc@gmail.com)

COVID -19  
[A Season of Pause] Update

 We give thanks and praise to the Lord, who has 
faithfully sustained us and continued the wonderful 
ministries of Christ through the people of God at 
MUMC. We also thank you, all our congregants who 
have been patiently waiting on God and encouraging 
and supporting one another in Christian unity and 
love in many creative ways. 

 The pastor and the church leaders are praying, 
discussing, and developing guidelines to reopen 
the church and resume congregational worship. The 
Upper New York Annual Conference will provide new 
principles soon after the New York State releases new 
policies. Based upon the State’s new policies and a 
new guide from the Annual Conference, MUMC will 
make new principles regarding reopening the church 
building, and we will share them with the congregants 
as soon as possible. 

 The Annual Conference urged local churches to 
not hold in-person worship through Sunday, 17. After 
ending the Stay at Home order, MUMC will provide 
both congregational worship in the sanctuary and vir-
tual worship via an on-line source. Reopening church 
will be taken in gradual phrases in precautious and 
protective manners as much as possible, so that our 
children, the elderly, and all congregants will be pro-
tected and still connected. 

 As we are passing through the most challenging 
season, we deeply realize the value and beauty of 
being in Christ’s kingdom family. God is urging the 
church of Christ to be a TRUE kingdom family and our 
family to be a holy sanctuary.  Again, thank you all for 
enduring this challenging time together in love, prayer, 
and patience. 

From Pastor Sung Ah Choi  
& the MUMC Church Council
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Celebrating Our Mother’s  
At This Most Unusual Time
Crystal Cox
NewSpring Church Blog

Americans were expected to spend more than $23.6 billion celebrating Moth-
er’s Day this year. The average American is expected to spend $186, accord-
ing to the National Retail Federation.

So clearly, we are remembering our mothers. Yet, each year I am faced with 
the same question: What should I get my mama for Mother’s Day? How do 
I show my love? Sometimes, to be quite honest, I get stuck. So this year I 
reflect: What do I want for Mother’s Day? What makes me feel special?

If you’re stuck, too, here are three things most moms would love for you to 
do:

1. Relieve her of her duties.
I’m a wife, mother of two, human puppy mama, daughter, granddaughter, 
friend, and teacher. Like all mothers, I’m busy. Busy transporting kids, clean-
ing messes, giving advice, lending a hand, working a job, doing laundry, and 
attending meetings and events.

Nothing says, “I love you,” like walking into the house and finding my husband 
has already cleaned it. I love when my son or daughter does chores without 
being asked. This Mother’s Day, relieve mom of her usual to-do’s by making it 
your responsibility. Plan the meal. Do the laundry. Help her catch up on some-
thing for work. Galatians 5:13 says, “through love serve one another.” Honor 
your mom by serving her this Mother’s Day.

2. Reassure her with your words.
In fourth grade, my son wrote this poem:

    Mama’s eyes are so bright and blue they are almost blinding.
    Her hugs are so warm they can light a fire.
    Her kisses are so soft and warm I think it’s the sun.
    Mama’s cooking is so delicious that I think I’m in food heaven.

I used to wonder why my mama said something homemade meant more than 
something bought, but now I understand. Hearing how my family feels about 
me is the best present. God teaches to, “honor your father and your mother” 
(Exodus 20:12). Honor your mom with your words this Mother’s Day.

3. Remember something she loves.
Whether it’s a special piece of jewelry she’s had her eye on or her favorite 
snacks, a thoughtful gift reminds your mom of how well you know her and that 
you’re thinking of her. What does your mom love? Be creative.

One year for Mother’s Day, my husband surprised me with framed pictures of 
me and my son. The pictures were taken during a day together in the moun-
tains. My husband knew I would love looking at those pictures and remember-
ing an awesome day. Jesus gave. Love gives. Philippians 2:4 reminds, “Let 
each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of 
others.” Honor your mom by remembering what she loves on Mother’s Day.

Make this Mother’s Day special for your mom and think about how you can hit 
one or all of these three Rs — giving her some relief and reassurance, and 
showing her you remembered.

God our Creator,  
we pray:

for new mothers, coming 
to terms with new respon-
sibility;

for expectant mothers, 
wondering and waiting;

for those who are tired, 
stressed or depressed;

for those who struggle to 
balance the tasks of work 
and family;

for those who are unable 
to feed their children due 
to poverty;

for those whose children 
have physical, mental or 
emotional disabilities;

for those who have  
children they do not 
want;

for those who raise  
children on their own;

for those who have lost a 
child;

for those who care for the 
children of others;

for those whose children 
have left home;

and for those whose 
desire to be a mother has 
not been fulfilled.

Bless all mothers, that 
their love may be deep 
and tender, and that  
they may lead their  
children to know and do 
what is good, living not 
for themselves alone,  
but for God and for others.

Amen



Mother’s Day: In Loving Memory of My Mom 
by Cindy McAllister 

 Weeks ago I was asked to write an article about my mother to go along with a letter she had written to me 
shortly before she died.  I struggled with this because I wasn’t sure what to write or even where to start. How do 
you write in a short article about the most important woman in your life?  

 I am who I am due to my mother’s Christian example and her love for others.  Her faith was unwavering 
and her involvement in the church showed me what was important.  She demonstrated her faith by how she lived 
her life and how she treated others. 

 As a child I can remember sitting in the pews at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church whispering and gig-
gling with my cousin Tracey.  Mom would keep hushing us and that would silence us for a while.  Regardless of our 
behavior, Mom would take us back week after week because attending church was what we were supposed to do.  

 While Dad was in the choir, Mom mostly worked behind the scenes.  She worked in the Thrift Shop, was in 
a church circle, and was Financial Secretary.  Things were different in those days because I remember her sitting 
at her desk with the offering trying to balance. Boy have things changed!

 As a child when I would be scared or upset Mom would tell me to ask Jesus to hold my hand.  She knew 
that God was always present and all you needed to do was ask.  Her faith was strong and she was always willing 
to discuss it with anyone who asked. 

 Mom got sick with emphysema and was on oxygen the last few years of her life.  In April of 2000 Mom 
and Dad were heading back to Marcellus when Mom got worse and they had to stop.  Mom ended up in a hospital 
in Pennsylvania where my sister Sue was a nurse.  She spent two or three months there and during that time she 
almost died.  After her near death experience she wrote me a letter and shared her thoughts about how she felt 
during that time. 

 Mom got better and they were finally able to travel to Marcellus. That summer she was put on hospice 
and we were fortunate to have her until September.  She was visited every Wednesday by our new pastor Moon 
Ho and asked many questions about Heaven and dying.  It was comforting to her and Dad.  Mom had purchased 
our Christmas presents early because she always had them ready when she and Dad traveled back south to Hilton 
Head. We spent time together, me wrapping them and her signing the cards.  That Christmas was bitter sweet as 
we all opened presents in her handwriting.

 Losing your mother is always hard but I took comfort in all the ways God was there through the whole 
process of her death.  Mom spent more time with her oldest daughter than she would have otherwise.  She was 
visited by angels in the hospital and received weekly visits from the Pastor.  The letter she wrote still brings tears 
to my eyes but only because it reaffirms my faith.  I miss Mom all the time but I know she is where she is sup-
posed to be and I will see her again one day.
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Sunday Worship via FACEBOOK at 9:30 AM
Please come and join our online worship via Marcellus  
UMC Facebook Page. Use the bulletin to read along and 
participate during worship—not just watch. You can join  
worship by clicking the link in the email blast, or by sign-
ing into Facebook and going to the MUMC page. Along the 
left side of the page, click on “VIDEO” to be taken to the 
Facebook Live video stream. If you need help, contact Scott 
Tanner (stanner427@earthlink.net).

MUMC will send the Sunday Worship Bulletin and  
announcements via an email blast on Fridays  
If you have an announcement that should be included, please 
send it to: marcellusumc1slocombe@gmail.com by Thursday 
morning. You can mail in your pledges, donate on our website  
or pay them electronically if you are able to do online banking. 
Kevin Wade, Finance Team Chair (KWade@bpas.com) can help 
you to go through the process over the phone if you need help 
setting that up.

https://www.facebook.com/MarcellusUMC/

Mission Update

Dear MUMC congregants,
At the February Men’s Breakfast there was a  
request for help from Bob Shields through our  
Missions Committee. Missions was interested in 
fundraising for some much needed upgrades to
the IT system at the Redbird Mission in Kentucky.  

Missions was made aware of this need during last 
summer’s trip to Redbird by Pastor and her family.  
We originally wished to have fund-raisers to help out 
but in light of the uncertainty of our times, we have 
decided to ask for donations directly through the 
month of May from both our men’s group and the 
congregation. We would like to raise $3,000.00—
any and all donations can be made out to Marcellus 
United Methodist Church with “Redbird Server” on 
the memo line of the donation check.  We will be 
collecting donations through the end of May. 

Please consider helping us in this endeavor. For 
those who are unfamiliar with Redbird and want
some more information, please contact myself or 
Bob Mueller by email.

Thank you for all anticipated donations.

Do you Miss  
The Upper Room?

The Upper Room has given special permission 
during the COVID-19 pandemic for subscribers to 
download for free the May/June edition of the Upper 
Room. Visit https://www.upperroom.org/covid-19

The PRINTED May/June issue of the Upper Room 
has been delivered to the church. If you would  
rather a copy be mailed to you, please contact the 
church office. 

THANK YOU!

Marcellus Rotary will no longer 
be collecting empty prescription 
bottles. A huge Thank you to every-
one who donated empty prescription 
bottles. 
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Dear United Methodist Women,
Thank you for the donation in our Mother’s memory 
to the church. Although she and our father were  
actively involved with other congregations after 
having left Marcellus, it was this church they held 
close to their hearts. As you may know, they retained 
membership until their deaths. Thank you for all you 
do to advance the Kingdom of God!

Many Blessings—
John Mitchell
Gail Maples
Bill Mitchell
Linda Dippolito and Families

Dear Methodists,
Thank you so much for your donation to the food 
pantry. You are helping us to fulfill our mission to 
serve all in the community who need extra food now 
and then. We appreciate your support. 

Sincerely, 
Marcellus Ecumenical Feed Pantry

To all of my Church Family—
Thank you so much for all the love and support you 
have given me during these past weeks since my 
husband’s death. 

The many calls, cards and food have been so appre-
ciated. Hopefully, we will be back together again in 
the near future when this virus crisis is over. 

Please stay safe and well,
Jan Smith and Family

Dear Marcellus UMC,
At this time of uncertainty, we are so honored that 
you wanted to help our friends outside. Thank you 
for your generous gift to In My Father’s Kitchen. This 
gift will enable us to continue providing needed 
food, necessities and medical care to those who 
live in campsites and under the bridges of Central 
New York. 

Together we are building hope and changing the 
lives of those who feel invisible. 

Sincerely,
John and Leigh-Ann Tumino, founders of IMFK

Marcellus UMC,
Thank you for continuing support of our Brown 
Memorial ministries. Without faithful friends like 
you we could not do all the ministries in our impov-
erished community. 

Sincerely, 
Jean Whitmore

Dear Friends in Mission,
Thank you! The dear people you just helped with 
your gift may never have the opportunity to meet 
you, but if they did, I am certain that their re-
sponse would be —Thank YOU! Together may we 
continue to reveal the love of God for men, women 
and children of all ethnic, racial, cultural and na-
tional backgrounds and to demonstrate the healing 
power of the gospel with those who suffer.

Grace and Peace, 
UMCOR Global Ministries

Dear UMW,
Thank you very much for the generous care  
package. It was a very nice surprise. I greatly  
appreciate all the effort that went into it and  
appreciate you thinking of me.

Sincerely, 
Nathan Gilmore
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