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Light for the Path 
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such a way that they may see your  
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Matthew 5:16 
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July and August 2020 

Dear my friends and kingdom family in Christ, 

 

 Shalom! Summer has come to the village. The green pastures, trees, and blue 

sky declare the glory of God every day to us living in the beautiful Central New 

York region. I feel it is unrealistic that it has already been almost four months 

since we had our last congregational worship on March 15. We entered the sea-

son of a global pandemic in mid-March with fears, anxiety, confusion, and uncer-

tainty. Each one of us has been through a course of emotions, changes, and chal-

lenges. Upon recalling this season, I am amazed by the presence of God and the 

love of my kingdom family holding one another. I honor and praise the God of pro-

tection and provision from the deepest part of my heart. Finally, we have set a 

date for in-person worship. As we are moving forward to resume congregational 

worship on July 12, I want to share my thanks and praise report with you from my 

heart.  

 

First of all, I am so grateful that MUMC has never stopped worshipping God as 

a faith community for the past four months. There were many challenges and 

frustrations involved in establishing virtual worship at the beginning of the sea-

son. Despite all trials and difficulties, my congregants patiently waited for me 

every Sunday morning, and we together worshipped our Lord in our virtual 

church. I thank you, my congregants, for your faithful participation and ongoing 

presence in virtual worship each Sunday. Praise the Lord! We have expanded our 

spiritual territory even in the virtual world.   

 

 The stuffed animal congregants invited by Cindy McAllister and the pictures of 

our congregants waiting for me in the pews truly surprised me on a Sunday morn-

ing in April. I thank you for Cindy’s thoughtfulness. It brightened up my heart and 

the atmosphere of the sanctuary. Thanks to Diane who faithfully decorates the 

altar according to the liturgical calendar. I have noticed the two hanging flower 

baskets at the door are always fresh and well-taken care of. Someone must have 

watered them. And, the front and side lawns are always mowed well. Many 

thanks to Tom, a silent and invisible servant. In the post Corona-virus era, the 
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MUMC has always been well-maintained by many invisible 

servants of God. Thank you.   

                                                                                                      

 I am very thankful for the Faith Builders and small group 

leaders. After delivering a series of sermons on Wesleyan 

small groups, having a demonstration of a small group on a 

Sunday, and running a naming contest, about 30 congre-

gants signed up to join in Faith Builders’ gatherings for 

Lent. I shouted out, “Halleluiah!” Recruiting 30 participants 

was my goal. Sadly speaking, two weeks after beginning the 

small group gatherings, we had to close the physical 

church. But, the commitment of our small group leaders 

and congregants successfully launched virtual Faith Build-

ers’ meetings on-line. Thank you, small group leaders, and 

all faith builders. You are amazing!  

 

 Thursday on-line bible study led by Bob Mueller, our 

CLM, is evidence of our adaptability. I appreciate Bob for 

his leadership and commitment to strengthening MUMC 

with the Word of God. I am so encouraged by the bible 

study participants who are willing and audacious to expand 

our faith community in the virtual territory. Let’s go and take 

the virtual spiritual territory in the name of Jesus!   

 

Did you know that we celebrated Christmas in May? MUMC 

delivered 14 cheer baskets to 14 families with children. I 

saw and heard difficulties of little kids doing homeschooling 

and wanted to cheer them up. Through the Christmas in 

May project, I met some of our young disciples in the drive-

way. I visited them to cheer them up, but I was the one who 

was greatly cheered by their smiles. Many thanks to UMW 

Thrift Shop for the cute gift items, an individual donor, and 

Eden, who helped me with wrapping and delivering the gift 

baskets.     

 

 I cannot say thanks enough to all generous donors who 

supported the Red Bird Mission School IT system upgrade 

fundraiser. The mission project was accomplished even be-

fore the final due date in May, and we generously exceeded 

the goal of $3,000. Your cheerful hearts and gifts will make 

differences in the Red Bird Mission School located in the 

deepest forest in Kentucky. The contactless food pantry 

donation projection was a cool idea. Many thanks to the 

Missions in Action team and Dave Takach for providing us 

with opportunities to reach out to the community.  

 

 On a night, I went to bed with a prayer, thought, and 

hope for a prayer gathering. The next morning, I was thrilled 

to find an email from a congregant requesting a virtual 

prayer gathering. Since that week, I have prayed with sev-

eral intercessors every Friday evening. We pray for MUMC, 

our friends and families, the UMC and its future, missionar-

ies and churches abroad, justice and peace, revival, heal-

ing, the fullness of the Holy Spirit, and many more. I am so 

grateful for the prayer warriors, their passion, and their 

faithfulness.  

 

 Laura, our church administrative assistant, is one of 

the greatest blessings for me at the MUMC. In the cir-

cumstance where the weekly routines were broken, she 

was adaptive and always available to assist the congre-

gants and the pastor. By her assistance, I was able to 

establish new routines quickly. Thank you, Laura. Jason 

always silently comes into the church building every day 

and maintains the church building shine, bright, and 

clean with his gentle and caring touches. His faithful-

ness and gentleness always make me smile and grate-

ful. Thank you, Jason. Billy is another church staff who 

comes to the church regularly in silence and takes care 

of the building. We should not take the services of our 

staff for granted. Thank you.   

 

 When Nairobi, Sally, and Eric started assisting me in 

worship from the end of May, my burden became much 

lighter, and their presence brought joy and comfort into 

the sanctuary. I am thankful for Eden and Jun Ho, my 

temporary and emergency worship team, for the unique 

season of pause. When no one was able to be beside 

me, my family was always with me and played different 

roles to support the church and me. I thank God for 

blessing me with the wonderful HAN family.    

 

 Thanks to all my congregants for your words of en-

couragement, appreciation, and love, which were deliv-

ered to me in the forms of cards, phone calls, hand-

made face masks, flowers, text messages, Facebook 

comments, emails, prayers, and virtual hugs. As I do 

care about you, I know you do care about your pastor. 

As I pray for you every day, I know you hold me in your 

prayers. The love and encouragement that you have 

shown to me for the past four months were so precious 

to me. Eden’s birthday car parade will be an unforgetta-

ble memory in my family history. I feel that I still hear 

the cool and loud siren from Jeremy’s police car. It was 

one of the best days of our lives.  

 

 Now, we know that our summer 2020 would not be 

the same as it used to be before COVID-19. We might 

be encountering new challenges and trials soon after 

resuming in-person worship. I am anxious but con-

vinced that in whatever unique circumstance we would 

be, we-MUMC will support one another and continue 

the ministry of Jesus together. Let’s wait on God with 

great anticipation of God’s interventions in our lives. Let 

us keep serving one another in Christian love and 

unity.  

 

 Lastly, it is a great blessing for me to be your pastor 

at the Marcellus UMC. I pray that you will have a 

blessed summer. Stay well and healthy in the peace of 

Christ!  

Love,  

 

Pastor Sung Ah Choi 
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From the Desk of Bishop Webb:  
Pastoral Letter from the NEJ College of Bishops 
 

June 8, 2020 / By Northeastern Jurisdiction College of Bishops 

Editor’s Note: The following letter was released by the Northeastern Jurisdiction College of Bishops on Monday June 8, 2020. 

 

 We, the College of Bishops of the Northeastern Jurisdiction of the United Methodist Church, prayerfully stand 
with our pastors, members and churches during the aftermath of the recent deaths of unarmed African American 
people at the hands of law enforcement officers and citizens across our nation.  We decry the murders of Ahmaud 
Arbery, Breonna Taylor, George Floyd and countless others.  
 
 The racist system and structures that permeate every facet of life in the United States including health care, 
employment, education, wealth, the criminal justice system and housing infects our churches as well.  In the face 
of these injustices we often embody the words of the prophet Jeremiah by treating “the wound of God’s people 
carelessly, saying ‘peace, peace’ when there is no peace” because there is no justice.  (Jeremiah 6:14) 
The devastating effects of racism are many and every time we forget that each person is made in the image of 
God, we are all harmed. We have witnessed the murder of African Americans numerous times in the past in this 
country and it seems when the protests pass, we go back to our old ways and progress gained becomes lost.  Ideas 
and systems that support white supremacy continue unchecked in our churches, communities and national poli-
tics. Human suffering among people of color that we have witnessed recently, as a result of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, is yet another reminder of the inequities in our racist society that has continued because we have been 
slow to work for justice. 
 
 In the long history the people called Methodists, when we have not been our best selves we created the Central 
Jurisdiction (a segregated conference of African American Methodists).  When we have been our best selves, we 
have labored for abolition, voting rights, civil rights and most recently we have been working to end mass incarcera-
tion. The 2016 Northeastern Jurisdiction Conference entered into the “Call to Action” to address our complicity in 
perpetuating a culture of racism and white privilege in our church. We initiated many proactive steps to address 
the systemic racism in our jurisdiction.  However, it has fallen short and needs to continue with even more urgency 
and passion. 
The white bishops of the NEJ, in consultation with the bishops of color, declare the following: 

 We confess the racism and white privilege that is a part of our denominational heritage and our organizational 

system. 

 We pledge to take personal responsibility to challenge theologies and practices that promote or accommodate 

structural and systemic racism and replace them with systems of justice and equality. We call upon our baptis-

mal vows to remind us to “renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, to reject the evil powers of the world 

and repent of our sin.” 

 We pledge to repent of our personal racism, our failure to hear the cries of our brothers and sisters, our silence 

in the face of racial injustice, our valuing of law and order, possessions and power more than lives, and our 

complicity with police violence.  We will follow our statement on “Criminal Justice” as found in our Social Princi-

ples, which calls for an overhaul of our justice system. 

 We pledge to be accountable to our sisters and brothers of color, engaging with them in a process of reconcilia-

tion for our churches in order to bring change to our denomination’s system and structure. 

 We pledge to bring our prophetic voices to the public arena, lead our congregations to confront our racism and 

call for the accountability of all law enforcement officers who abuse their positions of power, authority and privi-

lege. If while performing their duties they violate the law, they should be terminated. We further pledge to work 

to transform our criminal justice system, and create a denomination that exemplifies equality for all. 

 We pledge to further educate ourselves, our leaders and members in order to dismantle those systems for the 

sake of all God’s children.  We encourage Annual Conference leadership from each conference in the Jurisdic-

tion to engage in a four-week Bible Study sometime in the fall so together we may discern how to equip clergy 

and laity to address the evil of racism from a faith perspective. 

 

The NEJ College of Bishops, a multi ethnic group, hold our jurisdiction in prayer. 
References: 

A part of this pastoral letter was adapted from a recent statement by “Faith in Action” a national community-organizing network, that gives people of faith the tools needed to fight for justice and work toward a 

more equitable society (faithinaction.org) 

“The Baptismal Covenant” – Book of Hymns, page 34 

“Call to Action” – www.nejumc.org/resources.html 

“Humanizing Criminal Justice” #5031, 2016 Book of Resolutions, page 490 

http://www.nejumc.org/resources.html


Upper New York Annual Conference  
 

DS changes effective July 1 as UNY begins its Regional Superintendency Plan 

 

July 1 marks the beginning of Upper New York’s (UNY) new Regional Superintendency Plan. While UNY Confer-

ence will maintain the current 12 Districts, every District will be a part of one of three Regions. This will allow 

leadership and collaboration opportunities between Districts within each Region. 

 

 Region 1 consists of the Albany, Adirondack, Northern Flow, and Mohawk Districts. 

 

 Region 2 consists of the Crossroads, Finger Lakes, Genesee Valley, and Niagara Frontier Districts. 

 

 Region 3 consists of the Oneonta, Binghamton, Mountainview, and Cornerstone Districts. 

 

Region 2 District Superintendents are the Rev. Nola Anderson, the Rev. Vonda Fossitt, and the Rev. Carlos 

Rosa Laguer. Rev. Anderson will be appointed as the DS for the Crossroads District and the Finger Lakes Dis-

trict; Rev. Fossitt will be appointed as the DS for the Genesee Valley District; and Rev. Rosa Laguer will be ap-

pointed as the DS for the Niagara Frontier District. Rev. Anderson, Rev. Fossitt, and Rev. Rosa Laguer have all 

been assigned to oversee churches in the Finger Lakes District. 

 

Marcellus UMC is a part of Region 2.  

We still belong to the Crossroad District with the same DS, Rev. Nola Anderson.  

—We Hold in Prayer— 

Cathy Mehlenbacher, Griff Williams, Barb Burt,  

Josh Settji (Jan Macko’s granddaughter’s husband),  

Kathy (friend of Nancy Anderson), Helen Clarke, Euclide,  

Liliane, Alliance, Elliane, Benaya, and Emana Joel,  

Joanne and Chris, Ginger Evans, Joyce Doig, Joy Buffan,  

Jeannette Beck and her son, Donald Ackley-Perot,  

Betty and Don Sherman, Kaye and Tom Brown,  

Fran Smith, Laurie Moore and Family,  

Janet Whyland’s brother, Janet Frost 
 

The following military service personnel:  
Chad Hardenburgh, Zachary Smith, Daniel Lathrop,  

Matthew Barnes, Kristen & Brian Walter, Sgt. Jeffrey Lumley 
 

Our congregants, family, and friends who work in the medical 

field and essential businesses.  Our family and friends who 

live in the New York City area, And for all those suffering with  

Covid-19 and those feeling isolated due to this pandemic.  
 

All MUMC congregants are called to pray for racial justice, 

peace, and healing of this country. 
 

Do You Have a Prayer Request?  

 Please contact Mary Widger at 315-673-9142. 

Summer 

Celebrations! 
 

July Birthdays 
 2 John Lewien 

 13 Sally Bailey 

  Larry Meade 

  John Dorio 

 15 Steve Totman 

 19 Evie Riggall 

 21 Zach Deng 
 

July Anniversaries 

 11 Scott & Mary Tanner 

 20 Don & Betty Sherman 

  Congrats on 57 years! 

 22 Ed & Connie White 
 

August Birthdays 

 7 Ginger Evans 

 13 Janet Frost 

 18 Leif Delahanty 

  Mach Deng 

 21 Cyndi Stevens 

 25 Charlotte Pape 
 

August Anniversaries 

 11 Mike & Janet Brown 

 23 Bob & Kelly Forbes 
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The 2020  

Confirmation Class 

will be resumed on  

July 5, 2020, at 11 AM 

  
The students will meet via ZOOM in July. Please 

continue to pray for Pastor Choi and our students 

to learn more about the Word of God and grow in 

faith in Jesus  

Welcome 
Summer! 
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Marcellus United Methodist Church Mission:  

We welcome, encourage and equip all people to experience God’s love and grace through Jesus Christ. 

Marcellus UMC Vision Statement to Support Our Faithful Mission 

As a faith community seeking God’s  

direction for discipleship, we are called 

to: 

Welcome all people by: 
 Creating inspiring worship,  

relevant to daily life, through 

music and the Word 

 Inviting people to worship  

service and church activities 

 Participating in ecumenical 

events 

 Honoring diversity and our 

unique perspectives 

 Appreciating that God speaks  

to people differently 

 Inspiring worshippers to share 

Christ’s love with others  

Encourage one another by: 

 Visiting the sick and homebound 

 Praying for the church and its 

people 

 Offering personal assistance 

 Utilizing laity of all ages 

 Offering Gifts and acts of  

service to neighbors near and far 

“Let your light shine  

before others in such a way  

that they may see your good 

works, and glorify God in heaven.” 
 

Matthew 5:16 

Sunday Worship  

9:30 AM  

Equip all people by: 

 Presenting a variety of small 

group learning opportunities 

 Offering Sunday School classes 

for all ages 

 Providing strong leadership for 

education 

 Encouraging activities to apply 

lessons learned 

 Providing information by      

communicating in a variety of 

ways 

www.facebook.com/MarcellusUMC 

Marcellus United Methodist Church 

1 Slocombe Avenue, Marcellus, New York 13108-1121 

Circuit Rider 


