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How God Uses our Trials 
 

 

Dear my Kingdom Family in Christ,    

                                                                                                    

 Now, we have entered the fall season. Spring and summer were 

full of changes and trials in our lives. We still expect that the new      

season will also continue to bring new challenges to us. Since we 

resumed in-person worship in July, I have felt that many parts of my life 

and ministry at MUMC have been gradually back to the old normal. 

Now, I enjoy the presence of God and my congregants every Sunday in 

the sanctuary. I am grateful for my peaceful church office to work and 

meet you. I am so happy that I will finally administer the sacrament of 

holy communion in September. Praise the Lord!  

 

 We have successfully adjusted to the post-Coronavirus world in 

many areas. However, we are still in a season of trials. As I met many 

congregants and neighbors in our community, I have heard that we still 

hold fear, frustration, anger, sorrow, boredom, and doubts. And, we are 

getting tired of being in this endless season of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

We feel that the COVID-19 is so near to us and often forget and miss 

Jesus, who is always near us and present in us.  

 

 I want to share several bible verses that will remind you the God   

of love and power. I have also summarized and quoted Candice Simmons’ 

essay titled, "5 Ways God Works for Us in Our Trials," to encourage you. 

 

1. Trials can make us stronger.  

1 Peter 5:10: "And then, after your brief suffering, the God of all loving 

grace, who has called you to share in His eternal glory in Christ, will  

personally and powerfully restore you and make you stronger than 

ever..." (1 Peter 5:10).  
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2. Trials can be for the sake of others and rescue them.  

Joseph's suffering saved his family from famine and preserved the whole nation of Israel. 

"Even though you intended to hurt me, God intended it for good. It was His plan all along, to ensure the 

survival of many people." (Genesis 50:20) 

"[Christ] suffered and endured every test and temptation, so that He could help us every time we pass 

through the ordeals of life." (Hebrews 2:18) 

 

3. Trials teach us how to listen and obey God. 

"But even though [Jesus] was a wonderful Son, He learned to listen and obey through all His 

sufferings. And after being proven perfect in this way, He has now become the source of eternal 

salvation to all those who listen to Him and obey." (Hebrews 5:8-9) 

 

4. Trials mature us and bring us to a place of ever-increasing glory. 

"...God made [Jesus], pioneer of our salvation, perfect through His sufferings, for this is how He brings 

many sons and daughters to share in His glory." (Hebrews 2:10)  

 

5. Trials make us one with Jesus in His resurrection power. 

"And I continually long to know the wonders of Jesus more fully and to experience the overflowing 

power of His resurrection working in me. I will be one with Him in His sufferings, and I will be one with 

Him in His death. Only then will I be able to experience complete oneness with Him in His resurrection 

from the realm of death." (Philippians 3:10-11) When you experience God's power and grace to make 

it through a horrible experience, you tap into God's resurrection power of miracles. 

 

My Brothers and Sisters in Christ!  

This season of challenges and trials has a strong message from God towards us. I believe what 

we have been going through will reveal God's plan and will for us and the world. Please be hopeful and 

faithful in Christ and hear the voice of God. And, remember that the Holy Spirit, the Comforter and the 

Advocate,  lives in you. You will find the spiritual meaning of your trials and this season of challenges. 

 

        Sending my love and blessings to you, 

        Pastor Sung Ah Choi 



Page 3 

The 12-week virtual bible study with Romans is 

graciously and successfully over. I am so proud of 

Bob Mueller, a certified lay minister who had led 

the team for the past 12 weeks. I am also very 

pleased with many congregants who faithfully 

participated in the virtual bible study. I asked if 

some of the participants would be willing to 

share their reflections on the virtual study.  

 

     Dave Martin and Darlene Hyde have shared 

their thoughts and appreciation with me. I hope 

their reflections will encourage more congregants 

to participate in the bible study in the future. I am 

so grateful that you had time to support one 

another with the living word of God in this 

challenging time of COVID-19.  

 

     The Word of God is sweeter than honey. I 

hope many more friends will taste the sweet,  

living, and powerful Word of God together at  

Marcellus UMC.  

  Pastor Sung Ah Choi 

Reflections on the Virtual  

with Romans 

Bob has done a terrific job leading the small 

group.  I feel the way he has guided us to answer 

questions in the study book has made Romans 

much more understandable and not as daunting 

as the Bible text alone.  I also have a study Bible 

which has also helped.  Bob has also done a 

great job of relating the Romans passages to our 

everyday life, which is so meaningful.  Our group 

did a great job of participating and 

supporting each other's thoughts as well 

as clarifying some verses that seemed 

contradictory. This group has really helped us 

stay grounded with our church family in these 

difficult times of being apart. Great experience! 

We look forward to the next study.  

Written by David Martin  

 

Hi Pastor, 

I just wanted to drop you a quick note 

about our Bible study. I have thoroughly enjoyed 

the class and the insights of my classmates. The 

teachings of Paul have always been a challenge 

for me, but I feel like I am actually taking 

something away from this class. It was a safe 

environment to share thoughts and ask 

questions. This is the first class I have taken in 

quite some time, and I am glad I did.  Bob is a 

great teacher. He was very encouraging to 

everyone in the class. He asked us questions as 

a way to lead us to some of the points Paul was 

trying to make. Long story short, I would do it 

again. 

Blessings, 

Written by Darlene Hyde  



—We Hold in Prayer— 
MaryDee Ames, Cathy Mehlenbacher, Griff Williams, Barb Burt, 

 Josh Settji (Jan Macko’s granddaughter’s husband),  

Kathy (friend of Nancy Anderson), Euclide, Liliane, Alliance,  

Elliane, Benaya, and Emana, Joel, Ginger Evans, Joyce Doig,  

Jeannette Beck and her son, Donald Ackley-Pero, Evelyn Riggall, 

Betty and Don Sherman, Kaye and Tom Brown, Fran Smith 
 

The following military service personnel:  
Chad Hardenburgh, Zachary Smith, Matthew Barnes,  

Kristen & Brian Walter, Sgt. Jeffrey Lumley 

 

Our congregants, family, and friends who work in the medical 

field and essential businesses.  Our family and friends who 

live in the New York City area, And for all those suffering with  

Covid-19 and those feeling isolated due to this pandemic.  
 

All MUMC congregants are called to pray for racial justice, 

peace, and healing of this country. 
 

Do You Have a Prayer Request?  

 Please contact Mary Widger at 315-673-9142. 

September 

Celebrations! 
 

September Birthdays 
 10 Terry Norris 

 15 Bob Mueller 

 16 Rev. Dr. Sung Ah Choi 

 23 Helen Shaffer 

 26 Kaye Brown 

 30 Tristan Dahlin 
 

September Anniversaries 

 5 Dean & Linda Ellinwood 

 15 John & Anne Dorio 

 25 Ron & Jill Long 

 28 Steve & Joyce Potucek 
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Milestone Memberships 
Congratulations to  

June Ast 

On 50 years of faithfully fulfilling  

your vow to uphold the  

Marcellus United Methodist Church 

By your prayers, presence  

and gifts & service. 

September Liturgist Schedule 
 

September 6 

Mary Tanner 

 

September 13 

John Dorio 

 

September 20 

Kevin Wade 

 

September 27 

Judy Hunt 

 

 

Important Dates for September  

 

Sept 8—7 pm Trustees in Wesley Hall 

Sept 12—BBQ 

Sept 19—Rummage Sale outdoors/rain date Sept 26 

Sept. 23—7pm Church Council in Wesley Hall  

 

 



MUMC Returns to  

In-person Worship! 
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Thank you to everyone who has sent cards, brought 

meals and have been praying for us. We have been 

completely overwhelmed with the outpouring of 

love and support from everyone!!  

 

I am doing pretty well. I am halfway done with 

chemo and then will do radiation. Please continue 

with the prayers. 

 

God Bless you all, 

Ginger and Gary  

 

 

Dear Methodists, 

Thank you so much for your $50 donation to the 

Food Pantry. You are helping many people who 

need food now, We appreciate your support at this 

difficult time.  

 

Sincerely, 

Marcellus Ecumenical Food Pantry 

 

 

Dear Methodists, 

Thank you so much for your very generous $290 

donation to the Food Pantry. Many people will be 

helped from your check. We appreciate your 

support at this difficult time.  

 

Marcellus Ecumenical Food Pantry 

Did you know… 

Sermon CD’s are available! 

 

Call the church office to 

have yours sent! 

MUMC Offers 3 Types of Worship 

1. In-Person Worship: Please reply to the email blast 

or email/call the church office to reserve your seat. 

 

2. On-line Sunday Worship: You might notice a new 

link ( https://www.facebook.com/MarcellusUMC/

live/ ) in the email blast for Sunday Worship this 

week. This slightly different link should bypass 

Facebook’s request to sign into an account, so that 

even those without a Facebook account can easily 

view the live stream worship on Sunday morning. 

 

3. Phone in Worship: For those who using a 

computer proves to be a challenge, you can now 

phone in to LISTEN to the worship service.  

Step 1: Using your regular telephone dial:     

 1-646-876-9923   

Step 2: You will be prompted to key in the  

 Meeting ID:  843  6138  2213 # 
Step 3: You will be prompted to key in the  

 Participant ID—there isn’t one, so simply  

 press # 

Step 3: You will be prompted to key in the  

 Password:  681404 # 

Step 4: Listen, and Enjoy the Worship Service! 

And Continues to Build our 

Virtual Church Worship! 

https://www.facebook.com/MarcellusUMC/live/
https://www.facebook.com/MarcellusUMC/live/


Marcellus United Methodist Church Mission:  
We welcome, encourage and equip all people to experience God’s love and grace through Jesus Christ. 

Marcellus UMC Vision Statement to Support Our Faithful Mission 

As a faith community seeking God’s  

direction for discipleship, we are called 

to: 

Welcome all people by: 
 Creating inspiring worship,  

relevant to daily life, through 

music and the Word 

 Inviting people to worship  

service and church activities 

 Participating in ecumenical 

events 

 Honoring diversity and our 

unique perspectives 

 Appreciating that God speaks  

to people differently 

 Inspiring worshippers to share 

Christ’s love with others  

Encourage one another by: 

 Visiting the sick and homebound 

 Praying for the church and its 

people 

 Offering personal assistance 

 Utilizing laity of all ages 

 Offering Gifts and acts of  

service to neighbors near and far 

“Let your light shine  

before others in such a way  

that they may see your good 

works, and glorify God in heaven.” 
 

Matthew 5:16 

Sunday Worship  

9:30 AM  

Equip all people by: 

 Presenting a variety of small 

group learning opportunities 

 Offering Sunday School classes 

for all ages 

 Providing strong leadership for 

education 

 Encouraging activities to apply 

lessons learned 

 Providing information by      

communicating in a variety of 

ways 

www.facebook.com/MarcellusUMC 

Marcellus United Methodist Church 

1 Slocombe Avenue, Marcellus, New York 13108-1121 

Circuit Rider 


