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Who is in Control?
Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and 
the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the 
kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. Both riches and honor 
come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power and might, and in 
your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all.  
 (1 Chronicles 29:11-12)

 The world was historically divided in B.C. (Before Christ) and A.D. (Anno 
Domini). Now people say that the world will be divided into two eras: the world 
before the coronavirus and after the coronavirus. The entire world is shaken by 
a disease that cannot be cured and fully controlled by our current medicine and 
science. The world pandemic has challenged and changed our ways of living, 
thinking, studying, working, and worshiping God. Change can often be scary for 
many and reveals our issues of control. 

 While I was passing through the chaotic season of lock-down, I realize that 
one of my emotional distresses that I frequently faced was frustration. I was 
frustrated because I felt that I failed in controlling situations and technical prob-
lems, and my frustration happened mostly on Sunday mornings. No matter how 
much I was faithfully and diligently prepared for Sunday worship and how much 
I dedicated my time to pray for virtual worship, our new way of worship was not 
as good as I expected. Bringing a new technology in an old church sanctuary, 
the heavy and slow internet traffic, the extended time for shipping of neces-
sary devices, and the performance of an old computer were entirely out of my 
control. Yes, I admit that I feel comfortable to be in a situation under perfect 
control. However, controlling is a “pre-coronavirus perspective.” 

 Bishop Sally Dyck, resident bishop of the Chicago area, said, “I hope we 
apply a post-coronavirus perspective that life is fragile and life is random. We’re 
not in control,” and she said, “We have wanted to control the church. We have 
wanted to control God. We have wanted to control each other” (U.M. News,  
 Continued on page 2



June Celebrations!

BIRTHDAYS
1 June Ast
 David C. Bailey Jr.   
 Doreen Bailey 

4 Natalie Caldwell   

7 Jessica Shaffer Eberly 

10 Dick Tuttle 

12 Griff Williams          

16 Laura Egli-Delahanty                 

17 Bob Agostini        
 Darlene Hyde                                          

18 Connie White                 

21 Carol Martin

22 Mike Burt            
 Ryan Long   

26 Harmony Frost  

29 Lynette Clere

ANNIVERSARIES

9 Bob & Peg Shields    
 (64th Anniversary!)                 

10 Ken Hall & Charlotte Pape

12 Kevin & Melody Wade                      

20 Joe & Ann DeCapio

21 Tom & Lydia West

24 Glen & Holly Ireland

26 Dick & Pat Lathrop

29 Bob & Pam Mueller
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April 20, 2020). The pre-coronavirus perspective, which aims to control 
things and to keep accustomed orders and traditions, will no longer be effec-
tive in ministry and life. To catch the Holy Spirit’s movement, whose work is 
like wind blowing in random, we have to let go of our control. 

 On Wednesday, May 13, Bishop Mark Webb closed a virtual prayer gath-
ering with the UNY clergies with John Wesley’s Prayer of Submission. The 
prayer deeply comforted me and helped me let go of my burden to control 
Sunday mornings. It is time for us to lay our control issues and depend on 
the Divine God, who is all-knowing and in control. I want to share John’s  
Wesley’s submission prayer with you. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, my Creator, Redeemer, 
and Sanctifier, I give up myself entirely. May I no longer serve  
myself, but you, all the days of my life. 

I give you my understanding.
I give you my will.
I give you my affections. 
I give you my body. 
I give you all my worldly goods.
I give you my credit and reputation.
I give you myself and my all. 

O my God and my all, when hereafter, I shall be tempted to break 
this solemn engagement when I shall be pressed to conform to 
the world and to the company and customs that surround me, 
may my answer be: “I am not my own. I am not for myself, not for 
the world, but for my God. I will give unto God the things that are 
God’s. God, be merciful to me a sinner.”

 My brothers and sisters in Christ! Why don’t we surrender all to God, 
Almighty? Our submission to God will lead us to peace and freedom in the 
Lord. Things have been challenging and very tough at your works and homes. 
You have to know that you have done great jobs and been doing great in this 
chaotic season. I want to let you know that it is okay to have things that you 
cannot control. Life is arbitrary, random, and fragile. But, we do have our God 
who is all-knowing, all-powerful, and ever-present with us. God is in control. 
Let’s take a deep breath and feel the wind of the Holy Spirit embracing us. 
We will follow the gentle but firm touch of the Holy Spirit. We cannot control, 
but God can.

Pastor
Sung Ah Choi

—We Hold in Prayer—
Jeannette Beck and her son, Donald Ackley-Perot, Joanne and Chris, Ginger Evans,  
Betty and Don Sherman, Kaye and Tom Brown, Fran Smith, Joyce Doig, Joy Buffan,  

Laurie Moore and Family, Janet Whyland’s brother, Janet Frost 

The following military service personnel: Chad Hardenburgh, Zachary Smith,  
Daniel Lathrop, Matthew Barnes, Kristen & Brian Walter, Sgt. Jeffrey Lumley

Our congregants, family, and friends who work in the medical field and essential  
businesses. Our family and friends who live in the New York City area, And for all  

those suffering with Covid-19 and those feeling isolated due to this pandemic. 

All MUMC congregants are called to pray for racial justice, peace, and healing of this country.

Do You Have  
a Prayer Request? 

Contact Mary Widger at 
315-673-9142.



COVID -19 Update

Dear friends and family of MUMC, 

God has been doing something very new 
in the Body of Christ amid a global pan-
demic. Now, we are required to respond 
to God’s new direction in faith, hope, 
and patience. I want to remind you of 
Ecclesiastes 3:1, “There is a time for ev-
erything and a season for every activity 
under the heavens.” We are in a season 
of waiting that requires our patience and 
perseverance. God’s Kairos time will 
come to us when it is ready. 

MUMC reopening taskforce and the 
church council had deliberate discus-
sions. We will carefully monitor and 
follow the state and county govern-
ment directions. The church leaders 
and the pastor have decided that we 
will wait for two more weeks to resume 
in-person worship after the Onondaga 
county reaches phase 4. Please keep 
monitoring the recent update from the 
county government. 

MUMC has never stopped worship-
ping God; we never stopped making 
disciples of Jesus. We have been 
expanding our spiritual territory with 
new technologies in the virtual world.  
Please continue to support and pray 
for us to be better equipped to prepare 
for the virtual community. 

Please come and join us in virtual wor-
ship on Sunday at 9:30 am.

MUMC church reopening guidelines will 
come to you soon in June. If you have 
any concerns and questions, please 
feel free to contact the church office 
and me, your pastor. 

Sending my love and victory of Jesus 
to you, 

Pastor Sung Ah Choi 
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“Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord?
    Who may stand in his holy place?

The one who has clean hands and a pure heart” 
(Psalm 24:3-4) 

Please Sign-in When Entering Church
If you need to come to the church building, please add your name, 
date/time, and area of the church you visited while there to the sign-in 
sheet inside the Slocombe Ave. entrance. This record would helpful if 
there was ever a need for contact tracing. Thank you for your help!

If anyone needs assistance during the closure: 
• marcellusumc1slocombe@gmail.com
• 315-673-3239 
• Pastor Sung Ah  
 revdrchoi.mumc@gmail.com
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The Powerful Influence of a Father

An old story tells us about a man who asked three stone masons what they were doing. The first man said 
he was laying bricks. The second man described his work as building a wall. But it was the third man who 
explained genuine concern for his work. He said, “I am raising a great cathedral.” Ask this same question 
to a group of fathers concerning their role in the family, and you would get many contrasting answers. One 
father might say, “I am supporting my family.” Another father might see his role differently and say, “I am 
raising children.” One father sees his responsibility to put food on the table, while the other sees his re-
sponsibility as participating in the shaping of his child’s life.

Fathers have great power to shape the emotional, psychological and spiritual health of their children. A 
recent Reader’s Digest article called “Life without Father” shared some informing words on the lasting influ-
ence of a father on the lives of his children. The article explained, “In the early years more than two-thirds 
of all children prefer to play with their fathers. Playing with a father is very important in teaching children the 
importance of self-control. . . Children who roughhouse with their fathers quickly learn that biting, kicking 
and other forms of physical violence are not acceptable. Several studies have found that a father’s pres-
ence is one of the determiners of girls’ proficiency in mathematics. An astonishing 26-year study found that 
the most important childhood factor in developing empathy was the father’s involvement in child care!”

Are you surprised that a father has such a powerful influence? God’s Word has told us of a father’s pow-
erful influence long before our modern sociological psychological studies. “Sons are a heritage from the 
LORD, children a reward from him. Like arrows in the hands of a warrior are sons born in one’s youth. 
Blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them. . . “ (Psalm 127:4-5, NIV).

“When I was a boy in my father’s house, still tender, and an only child of my mother, he taught me and 
said, ‘Lay hold of my words with all your heart; keep my commands and you will live’” (Prov. 4:3-4, NIV).

The Lord has given fathers the power to make a tremendous impact on their children. Fathers can use their 
powerful influence to help build their child’s life. 

by Doug Turney
inspriationalarchive.com
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God took the strength of a mountain,
The majesty of a tree,
The warmth of a summer sun,
The calm of a quiet sea,
The generous soul of nature,
The comforting arm of night,
The wisdom of the ages,
The power of the eagle’s flight,
The joy of a morning in spring,
The faith of a mustard seed,
The patience of eternity,
The depth of a family need,
Then God combined these qualities,
When there was nothing more to add,
He knew his masterpiece was complete,
And so, he called it Dad

—Anonymous

The ABC’S Of Being a Father
A - Always trust them to God’s care
B - Bring them to church
C - Challenge them to high goals
D - Delight in their achievements
E - Exalt the Lord in their presence
F - Frown on evil
G - Give them love
H - Hear their problems
I - Ignore not their childish fears
J - Joyfully accept their apologies
K - Keep their confidence
L - Live a good example before them
M - Make them your friends
N - Never ignore their endless questions
O - Open your home to their visits
P - Pray for them by name
Q - Quicken your interest in their spirituality
R - Remember their needs
S - Show them the way of salvation
T - Teach them to work
U - Understand they are still young
V - Verify your statements
W - Wean them from bad company
X - eXpect them to obey
Y - Yearn for God’s best for them
Z - Zealously guide them in biblical truth

—Anonymous



Sunday Worship via FACEBOOK at 9:30 AM
Please come and join our online worship via Marcellus  
UMC Facebook Page. Use the bulletin to read along and 
participate during worship—not just watch. You can join  
worship by clicking the link in the email blast, or by sign-
ing into Facebook and going to the MUMC page. Along the 
left side of the page, click on “VIDEO” to be taken to the 
Facebook Live video stream. If you need help, contact Scott 
Tanner (stanner427@earthlink.net).

MUMC will send the Sunday Worship Bulletin and  
announcements via an email blast on Fridays  
If you have an announcement that should be included, please 
send it to: marcellusumc1slocombe@gmail.com by Thursday 
morning. 

https://www.facebook.com/MarcellusUMC/
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Thanks to everyone who has continued to finan-
cially support MUMC with your gifts. MUMC has 
set up an online giving tool through PayPal. In 
addition to mailing in your gifts, you may now 
make contributions online. To donate online: Go 
to the church website at www.marcellusumc.org.  
You will see a “Donate” button on the home 
page. To make a donation, click the “donate” 
button.  This online link will be also included in 
the weekly email blast on Fridays. 

Celebrating Our Graduates!
Sunday, June 28 

We will celebrate the graduates of the Class of 2020 
during our on-line worship on Sunday, June 28th. Our 
graduates include:

Nicole Dorio 
Graduating from Northern Illinois University with her Ph.D. in 
School Psychology.

Kyle Quinlan 
Graduating from Marcellus High School and is attending  
Oswego State and majoring in Psychology. Dear Methodists,

Thank you so much for your donation to the food  
pantry. You are helping us to fulfill our mission to 
serve all in the community who need extra food now 
and then. We appreciate your support. 

Sincerely, 
Marcellus Ecumenical Feed Pantry
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New Missions Project   
to Help Food Pantry

 We are taking on a MUMC project for assisting 
the local Food pantry and would  like all to consider 
helping. We would:

• Offer home pickup of donations that would be 
brought to the food pantry on a weekly basis. 
Non-perishable goods and paper products. Will ar-
range for a pickup at houses through non-contact or 
minimal contact means.

• Items could be then dropped off at food pantry on 
weekly basis.

• Will make arrangements for monetary donations to 
be handled at pickup time as well. We will offer de-
tails in future emails as to how this will be handled.

• We will initiate our food pantry pickup project in 
early June. I ask that you follow  the weekly bulletins 
and email  blasts for future details.

Questions? or concerns please contact Dave Takach 
at 315-673-3248 or email:  calebmact@gmail.com

Look forward in sharing Christ’s love in our com-
munity though our local food pantry. Stay tuned for 
updates through the course of this project.

Dear friends, 
Thanks to all who participated  
in our Red Bird fundraising  
project. We exceeded the goal  
of $3,000.00 and will provide 

a final tally as soon as all donations have been 
recorded. All proceeds will also be directed toward 
Red Bird. This will allow the Red Bird Mission School 
to update its computer system and server. Again, 
thanks for your generosity.

Dave Takach on behalf of Missions and MUMC 

Join me,  
as we Study the Bible!

 Perhaps you are looking for spiritual direction 
as we deal with our current situation.  What 
better place to look than the Bible?  This was 
one of the requests that came to light as a 
result of the Survey I conducted in the Fall.  So, 
I am pleased to be offering a good old fashion 
Bible Study, using Zoom.   (If you are concerned 
about using Zoom, I will be offering a practice 
session which should have you ready for this 
online course.)

 We will be examining Paul’s Letter to the  
Romans.  Some of the topics will include Hope 
as a Result of Righteousness by Faith; Life in 
the Spirit; and The Triumph of Grace.

 I will be offering this online course on Thurs-
day evenings at 7:00 pm. It will last 12 weeks.   
The anticipated start date is Thursday, June 
11, 2020 at 7:00 pm with the practice session 
offered on Thursday, June 4, 2020 at 7:00 pm.  
The study book will be provided for free.

 This will be an adventure for all of us, as  
we learn to use technology to fellowship,  
together!  Please call or email me if you wish to 
participate.

Hoping you will join in,
Bob Mueller
Certified Lay Minister for Spiritual Formation, 
MUMC

Questions?
Bob Mueller
315-345-8675
mueller915@yahoo.com
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