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Light for the Path

“Let your light shine before others in
such a way that they may see your
good works, and glorify God in heaven.”

Matthew 5:16

The Practice of Celebration
Written by Richard Foster

*This month’s article is excerpted from Celebration of Discipline written by one
of my favorite Christian authors, Richard Foster. I hope you will enjoy his writing.

M-F: 9 AM to 1 PM

IN-PERSON
SUNDAY WORSHIP
9:30 AM
Join us for virtual
worship https:/
www.facebook.com/
MarcellusUMC/live/
h
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One way to practice celebration is through singing, dancing, shouting.
Because of the goodness of God, the heart breaks forth into psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs. Worship, praise, adoration flow from the inner chambers.
In Psalm 150 we see the celebration of the people of God with trumpet and
lute and harp, with timbrel and dance, with strings and pipe and loud clashing
cymbals.
What do little children do when they celebrate? They make noise, lots of
noise. There is not a thing wrong with noise at the appropriate time, just as there
is nothing wrong with silence when it is appropriate. Children dance when they
celebrate. When the children of Israel had been snatched from the clutches of
Pharaoh by the mighty power of God, Miriam the prophetess led the people in
a great celebration of dance (Exodus 15:20). David went leaping and dancing
before the Lord with all his might (2 Samuel 6:14, 16). The folk dance has always
been a carrier of cultural values and had been used repeatedly in genuine celebrations. Of course, dancing can have wrong and evil manifestations, but that
is another matter entirely.…
Laughing is another way we practice celebration. … Why not? Jesus had
a sense of humor — some of his parables are positively comical. There is even
such a thing as “holy laughter,” a frequent phenomenon in various revival movements.… So, poke fun at yourself. Enjoy wholesome jokes and clever puns. Relish
good comedy. Learn to laugh; it is a discipline to be mastered. Let go of the everlasting burden of always needing to sound profound.
...Continued on page 2

...Continued from page 1

Celebrations
December Birthdays
3 Joyce Doig—Happy 100!
4 Don Sherman
5 Charlotte Murphy
7 Kelly Forbes
13 Francis Smith
19 Melody Wade
22 Ed White
Emma Cheney
25 Holly Ireland
26 Emery Delahanty
29 Leo Eberly

A third way to encourage celebration is to accent the creative gifts of
fantasy and imagination. … We who follow Christ can risk going against the
cultural tide. Let’s with abandon relish the fantasy games of children. Let’s
see visions and dream dreams. Let’s play, sing, laugh. The imagination can
release a flood of creative ideas, and it can be lots of fun. Only those who are
insecure about their own maturity will fear such a delightful form of celebration….
Another thing we can do is to take advantage of the festivals of our
culture and really celebrate. What a great celebration we can make of Christmas. It does not have to have all the crass commercialism connected to it if
we decide we do not want it that way. Of course the giving of gifts is a great
thing, but we can give many kinds of presents. Several years ago our young
son Nathan, who was learning to play the piano at that time, gave every
member of the family a special gift — playing a song he had learned. He had
great fun gift wrapping huge boxes and trying to get everyone to guess what
their gift was. And then when they opened it, a note said he was going to play
some little piece for them on the piano. How delightful! How fun! …
Celebration gives us strength to live in all the other disciplines. When
faithfully pursued, the other Disciplines bring us deliverance from those
things that have made our lives miserable for years which, in turn, evokes
increased celebration. Thus, an unbroken circle of life and power is formed.

Some Thoughts on COVID-19
A thank you to the Genesee Valley Regional Associates for this message

December Anniversaries
1

Mike and Barb Burt

If you wish to send
Joyce Doig a greeting for her
milestone birthday,
her mailing address is:
Mrs. Joyce Doig
36 1/2 South Street
Marcellus, NY 13108
Or you can email her at
ejdoig@gmail.com or give
her a call at (315)673-1019
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COVID is spiking. Many areas in our district are now in code yellow.
Perhaps we had begun to relax. Perhaps we were getting tired of COVID. But
with COVID spiking, it is time for us to re-energize our vigilance, our care for the
safety of all, our practice of mask wearing and social distancing, and our adhering
to our own safety plans for re-opening. God expects us to be leaders in our
communities. God calls us to the ministry of health and wellness. God calls us to
be examples for all. Here are a few reminders as we celebrate the holidays:
If we are worshipping in person- please remember, no singing. (you can hum!)
If we are meeting in person, please remember, social distancing, mask
wearing, taking temperatures and sanitizing.
If we are getting back to normal, please remember- for the health and
wellness of all we should be advocating a new normal.
If we are considering Christmas gatherings or worship, please rememberCOVID is a serious thing.
If we are thinking of going out...please remember, we might remain relatively
healthy and still infect someone else with COVID.
Let us pray...
-for those infected with COVID.
-for the nurses, doctors, and staff caring for those with COVID
-for our country, states, communities and churches to make wise decisions
-for all of us to join together in this time.
-for God's health and wellness to touch everyone.

Lay Servant Ministry News
2020 has provided many challenges, but has also taught us that we can learn from anywhere, as long as we
have an internet connection! 2021 is a great time to participate in Certified Lay Servant Ministry courses.
If you are interested in Certified Lay Ministry, prerequisites are the Basic Course and Discovering Your
Spiritual Gifts. It is highly recommended that the five additional courses for Certified Lay Speaker be taken.
Anyone can participate, regardless of the district in our conference. Courses are held via Zoom and all have
a $15 course fee. For more information or to register, please contact Arlene at adschmidt@nycap.rr.com.
In addition, Bob Mueller is willing to offer a Basic Lay Servant Ministry course to anyone interested. There
is a six person minimum requirement—if interested, please contact Bob Mueller.
Basic Course: Basic Lay Servant (daytime course)
Tuesday Jan 19th & Thursday Jan 21st 9-12 PM
Monday Jan 25th & Wednesday Jan 27th 9 -12 PM
Basic Course: Basic Lay Servant (evening course)
Thursday: May 13 & 27; 6-9 PM
Saturday: May 29; 9-1 PM
Advanced Course: United Methodist Heritage
Thursdays: Jan. 7, 14, 28: 6-9 PM
Saturday: Jan. 23: 9-1 PM
Advanced Course: Preaching: From Your Hearts to Theirs
Course 1: Mondays: Feb. 22, March 1st and 8: 6-9 PM & Saturday March 13: PM
OR Course 2: Thursday Feb 25, March 4 & 11: 6-9 PM & Saturday March 20: 9-1 PM
Each course is limited to 6 participants.
Deadline for registration form and fee is Feb. 8
Advanced Course: Leading Prayer
Wednesdays: April 14, 21, May 5: 6-9 PM
Saturday: May 1: 9-1 PM
Advanced Course: Spiritual Gifts
Mondays: June 14 and 21 6-9 PM
Saturday: June 26 9 a.m. – 1 PM
Thursday: July 1 6-9 PM
Advanced Course: Leading Worship
Wednesdays: July 14, 21, 28 6-9 PM
Saturday: August 7: 9-1 PM
Advanced Course: Polity
Tuesdays: August 17, 24, 31: 6-9 PM
Saturday: Saturday August 28: 9-1 PM
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2020 ADVENT WORSHIP SERIES

“THE TRUTH WILL
SET YOU FREE”

Liturgists & Advent
Wreath Schedule
December 6
Liturgist-John Dorio
Advent Wreath-John & Anne Dorio

Hope
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6— FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT
9:30AM Imagine No Racism
Isaiah 64:5-9 & Mark 13:24-31

Faith
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6— SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT
9:30AM Imagine No Racism
Isaiah 40:1-11 & Mark 1:1-8

Joy
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13— THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT
9:30AM The Year of Jubilee
Isaiah 6:1-4, 8-11

Peace
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20— FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT
9:30AM Nothing is Impossible with God
Luke 1:26-38
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24 — Christmas Eve
Jesus Will Set You Free
Matthew 1:18-24 & John 8:31-38
4 PM- Family Worship
7 PM-Traditional Candlelight Worship
Both services will be available via livestream at:

https:/www.facebook.com/MarcellusUMC/live/
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December 13
Liturgist-Melissa Butler
Advent Wreath-Butler Family

December 20
Liturgist-Mary Tanner
Advent Wreath-Mary & Scott Tanner

December 24 4 PM

Liturgist-Josh Winoski

December 24 7 PM
Liturgist-Dean Ellinwood
Liturgist-Justin West
Liturgist-John Lewien

December 27
Liturgist-Pam Mueller

Have you signed up for
Christmas Eve Services yet?
4 PM with Beautifully
Made Praise Band
7 PM Candlelight Service
with traditional
hymns & songs.
Neighbors and guests are
welcome. In order to
manage the attendance
wisely, we will be reserving
seats ahead of time. Please
email or call the office to
reserve your seat, indicating
which time you would
like to come.

-How to Help LocallyFood Pantry Information
The Marcellus Ecumenical Food Pantry is open
to all people in the Marcellus school district whose gross
income falls below 185% of the Federal Poverty Level.
All clients are asked to complete a basic form annually
and show proof of residency. All information is confidential.
Clients may shop every other week during food pantry hours.
The food pantry offers nutritious ingredients, including
frozen, canned, and dried food.
Please share this information with those who may
be in need. Marcellus generously supports the food pantry,
and our goal is to be sure we reach those who may need
some help. We are also continuing to take monetary donations for the Food Pantry to help those in need, especially in
this pandemic as well as holiday season that is upon us.
Please add “Food Pantry” in the memo of your check so it is
contributed to the appropriate place, and put in the offering
plate or mail to the office. Thank you!

Marcellus Ecumenical Food Pantry
Marcellus First Presbyterian Church,
North St. entrance.
Hours: Tuesdays, 11-noon, 6:30-7:30 PM.
Closed the Tuesday after a major holiday.
To contact the food pantry, call (315)420-3012
to leave a message, or email sueethel@gmail.com

MUMC Mugs are here!
MUMC Heartland Bistro mugs are here!
$10
As the weather gets colder these 14 oz
mugs are great to hold your hot beverages. They also
make great gifts this Christmas season for a neighbor or
friend! Contact the office to make arrangements to pick
one up, or have one delivered to your home.

Gift and Thrift
Shop NewsThe holidays are around the corner– the Gift
and Thrift Shop has a nice selection of lovely ornaments
and decorations as well as warm winter clothing for the
whole family. Stop in, and don’t forget to tell your friends
and neighbors to take a look! Items are reasonably priced,
and the proceeds are used to benefit many non-profit
organizations in our community as well as our church here
in Marcellus.
Open Tuesdays 9:30 AM to 5:30 PM
Thursdays 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM (December only)
Every 2nd and 4th Saturday 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM
The Thrift & Gift will be closing at 5:30 on
December 22nd and remain closed until January 5th.

All Christmas items remaining
on December 22nd will be 50% off

New Dates
Available!
Helen Shaffer has organized a Meal Train on Facebook for
Ginger Evans. Visit the MUMC Facebook page to sign up to
bring Ginger a meal—or if you are not on Facebook,
contact Helen at 315-673-2215.

Have a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!
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Thank You!
Dear friends at MUMC,

I have received an update from Red Bird Mission School. Our donation has made a great
impact and good changes in the Forest in Kentucky. I wanted to share the good news
with you.
“Dear Pastor Choi,
It’s great to hear from you! I hope you and your family are doing well. Due to the
pandemic and having to prepare totally virtual and hybrid classrooms, training, and
coaching teachers, students, and families, we have only recently purchased the server
for which your group sent funds. With the pandemic came new knowledge, resources,
and understanding about the infrastructure that is needed to best educate our children. We realized that our network needed vast improvements! Your generous gift allowed us to not only purchase a new server for the high school, but also purchase much
needed infrastructure equipment such as managed switches and improved 5 GHZ
access points! The quality of education that our students receive has been very greatly
enhanced by your generous gift! Thank you again so very much for your contribution!
We hope that you and your family will once again be able to come visit us here at Red
Bird soon and see the upgrades in person.”
Jamie Collett
Director of HR &IS
Red Bird Mission

Dear Friends,
The UMW would like to thank all who gave so generously to
the Virtual Angel Tree this year. We received $1,460 in gift
cards that were donated to Marcellus Driver Middle School
to be distributed to families in need this Christmas season.
Merry Christmas,
Holly Ireland
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If you would like to
contribute to the Circuit
Rider Newsletter, please
email news, notes,
upcoming events and
photographs to
marcellusUMC1
slocombe@gmail.com

-We Hold in PrayerDiane Lathrop, Barb Burt,
Cathy Mehlenbacher,
Ed White, Ginger Evans,
Joyce Doig, Evelyn Riggall,
Fran Smith, Betty & Don
Sherman, Kaye & Tom Brown,
Karen (Earline Hall’s daughter),
Mary Beth Schillace and
Pat Bertrand (both friends
of Sally Bailey), Stephanie
Valencia-Peasley (and family),
Linda Totman & family,
Euclide, Liliane, Alliance,
Elliane, Benaya, Emana, & Joel
The following military
service personnel–
Chad Hardenburgh, Zachary
Smith, Matthew Barnes,
Kristen & Brian Walter,
and Sgt Jeffrey Lumley;
All those who work in the
medical field, as well as
essential workers and
businesses; family and friends
during this holiday season, as
well as those feeling isolated
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

December 2020
Sun

Mon

2

Tue
1

W
Chicken BBQMarcellus Park
Ignite Service

6
Worship 9:30AM
Advent Week 2

7
Advent Bible Study
7 PM Zoom

Wed
2

Thu
3

Prayer Gathering
11 AM Zoom

Thrift Shop
10 AM—2 PM

Worship
Committee 7 PM

Missions Committee
Meeting 7:15 PM
WH

Thrift Shop
9:30 AM—5:30 PM

Praise Band
Rehearsal 6 PM

8

9

Trustee’s Mtg. 7PM

Prayer Gathering
11 AM Zoom

Thrift Shop
9:30 AM—5:30 PM

Praise Band
Rehearsal 7 PM

Thrift Shop
10 AM—2 PM

17

13

14

15

16

Worship 9:30AM
Advent Week 3
Communion Sunday

Advent Bible Study
7 PM Zoom

S/PPRC Mtg. 7PM

Prayer Gathering
11 AM Zoom

10

Fri

Sat

4

5

11

12

Thrift Shop
10AM-2PM

18

19

26

Praise Band
Rehearsal 6 PM

20
Worship 9:30AM
Advent Week 4

27

21

Thrift Shop
9:30 AM—5:30 PM

Finance Committee
Meeting 7 PM WH

Thrift Shop
10 AM—2 PM

22

23

24

25

Christmas Eve
Family Worship
4:00PM

Christmas Day
Office Closed

Prayer Gathering
11 AM Zoom

Advent Bible Study
7 PM Zoom

28

Thrift Shop
9:30 AM—5:30 PM

Praise Band
Rehearsal 6 PM

Traditional
Candlelight Worship
7:00PM

29

30

31

Jan 01

New Year’s Eve

New Year’s Day
Office Closed

Worship 9:30AM

Jan 02

Praise Band
Rehearsal 6 PM
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Marcellus United Methodist Church Mission:
We welcome, encourage and equip all people to experience God’s love and grace through Jesus Christ.

Marcellus UMC Vision Statement to Support Our Faithful Mission
As a faith community seeking God’s
direction for discipleship, we are called
to:

Welcome all people by:








Creating inspiring worship,
relevant to daily life, through
music and the Word
Inviting people to worship
service and church activities
Participating in ecumenical
events
Honoring diversity and our
unique perspectives
Appreciating that God speaks
to people differently
Inspiring worshippers to share
Christ’s love with others

Encourage one another by:

Equip all people by:



Visiting the sick and homebound
Praying for the church and its
people
Offering personal assistance
Utilizing laity of all ages
Offering Gifts and acts of service
to neighbors near and far



“Let your light shine
before others in such a way
that they may see your good works,
and glorify God in heaven.”












Presenting a variety of small
group learning opportunities
Offering Sunday School classes
for all ages
Providing strong leadership for
education
Encouraging activities to apply
lessons learned
Providing information by
communicating in a variety of
ways

Matthew 5:16

Sunday Worship
9:30 AM

Circuit Rider
Marcellus United Methodist Church
1 Slocombe Avenue, Marcellus, New York 13108-1121

www.facebook.com/MarcellusUMC

