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February, Black History Month
Dear friends in the Marcellus UMC,
I am sending my blessings to you and yours for the new month of February. This month we will celebrate Valentine's Day and embark on a Lenten
journey together on Ash Wednesday. February is a blessed and meaningful month for many reasons. Did you know that February is Black History
Month, also known as African-American History Month? As we are entering African American History Month, I want to celebrate the diversity and
differences that God has given to us and our society with you. I also want
to talk about the Imagine No Racism (INR) Movement of the Upper New
York Annual Conference (UNYAC).
I met Carol Williams first on the INR launching day at the Methodist
Center on April 21, 2018. She and I were there as district advocates of
INR. Carol recognized me by my name and introduced herself to me as a
congregant of MUMC. I was so thrilled to know that there was an INR advocate from the congregation where I would be serving soon. After finishing the Advent sermon series titled "The Truth Will Set You Free" in December, 2020, I had conversations with S/PPRC, several church leaders,
and Carol Williams. We all have agreed that the MUMC needs to engage
more in diverse and dynamic efforts of building an anti-racist church and
society.
I understand it might not always be pleasant or comfortable for us
to talk, but we need to talk about racial justice and white privilege within
the church. It is the nature and the purpose of the INR journey to challenge us and make us uncomfortable in our minds by encouraging us to
talk and have a new awareness. I have invited Carol Williams to initiate
critical conversations in our congregation. She has spent a lot of her time,
energy, and passion doing research. She has written a series of essays to
help us engage in INR.
Continued on Page 2...
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In the February Circuit Rider, Carol tells us about the background, mission, and vision of the INR
of the UNYAC, and shares her friends' lived-life experiences. Her story will continue in the next few
months. Please read her essays carefully and think about how we at MUMC will become changeagents in the local village and our society.
I have received 35 signed INR Covenants. Many congregants signed right after the second INR
sermon; several congregants mailed their vows to the church office after worship. Some dropped their
signed covenants at the church office. One friend personally handed it to me when I visited her. A dear
Christian neighbor from our village spoke to me, "Lock the signed covenants in a secret place to avoid
releasing their names and potential attacks." But our church leaders said, "The signed covenants are
things that we have to be proud of and celebrate." I was deeply moved and encouraged by their suggestion to celebrate our commitment to INR. Friends, I will continue to collect the Imagine No Racism
Covenant. If you have not joined us in making the vow, I hope you will do so during this Black history
month. Thank you for your commitment to this journey. Let us celebrate racial diversity and differences
that Christ has given us. Blessings,
From Pastor Sung Ah Choi

The Talk Series (1)
By Carol Williams, Member at Large
MUMC Church Council
What is Imagine No Racism? And, why do we
need to talk about it? Imagine No Racism’s Mission
is to equip followers of Jesus Christ to be more
actively antiracist in their lives and ministries so that
they increase their effectiveness in making disciples
and building the beloved community. Imagine No Racism’s Vision is that different manifestations of racial
injustice will be dismantled because of the work of members, congregations, and other ministries of the
UNYAC.
The UNYAC 's Imagine No Racism Initiative was developed in response to the Call to Action1
issued at the 2016 Northeastern Jurisdictional (NEJ) Conference and a statement issued by the NEJ
College of Bishops at that gathering. In response to the charge given by the College, Bishop Mark Webb
created the Bishop’s Task Force to Eliminate Racism. The Upper New York Conference clearly needed
training that raised awareness, expanded knowledge and developed skills for addressing racism in its
many current manifestations. With these guiding principles in mind, UNY launched Imagine No Racism
on April 21, 2018. And let us be further guided by these scripture passages:
John 13:34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another.
Acts 17:26 And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth.
Malachi 2:10 Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us?
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Pastor Evelyn Woodring of the UNYAC wrote in 2019: “The Conference Social Holiness
Committee and the Conference Commission on Religion and Race have introduced INR as a first step
in what must be a process of learning, empowering and releasing in the world, a new way of looking at
people that uplifts rather than denigrates, celebrates rather than demeans, welcomes rather than
shuns, those whose differences have historically been marginalized.
We, as Christians and as United Methodists, have an obligation to seek the best of all things for
those who God puts in our path. Historically, we have educated, supported, sacrificed for, and held ourselves to account for those whom society has marginalized. That obligation has not changed since the
first Methodist societies established by John Wesley. We still hold to the notion that all persons are of
worth, are created by the same God who made each of
us, are gifted by that creator God, and need God’s justifying, sanctifying, and perfecting Grace.
Imagine No Racism was a first, small, step on a
journey. Where that journey will ultimately lead we
don’t know, but we know that it must be undertaken if
we are to follow God’s call on our lives, on the Upper
New York Annual Conference, and on the United Methodist Church. To fail to make that journey is to fail to
follow the commandments of the One we call Lord.”
What is The Talk? “(There is a) talk that Black parents give their children, particularly their
sons, about how they should deal with the police if they encounter them. It is a hard talk, a sad talk.
And the stakes are really high.” (Kenya Young, Executive Producer of NPR Morning Edition, “A Black
Mother Reflects On Giving Her 3 Sons 'The Talk' ... Again And Again, June 28, 2020).
What follows next is a powerful illustration of why we all need to have a talk. This first incident
didn’t take place in Kenosha, Minneapolis, Louisville, or New York City. It took place right here in Onondaga County, and thankfully did not escalate to a violent situation.
The Incident: The Story of My friend Joan, Her son Kevin, and “The Talk”
(*Names changed to protect their identities.)
One Saturday morning, Kevin was driving to his high school lacrosse practice by himself. He
noticed a few blocks from home that he was being followed by a police car. Kevin was careful to obey
all traffic laws but eventually after five or six minutes, the police officer turned on his flashing lights and
Kevin pulled over. He kept his hands on the wheel, kept looking forward. The middle aged white officer
approached Kevin’s car and tapped on the window. Kevin spoke loud enough for the officer to hear.
“I’m about to roll my window down.” Kevin’s car did not have push button windows and he did not want
the officer to think he was reaching for a weapon. With the window down, Kevin asked, ”What did I do
wrong?” The officer responded, “I ask questions. You don’t.” Never asking for Kevin’s license and registration, he next said, “Where you going this time of morning, young man?” Clearly visible inside the
car was all of Kevin’s lacrosse equipment - pads, stick, cleats.
Kevin responded, “Lacrosse practice, sir. See, I have all my gear with me.”
Officer: “ No n*****s don’t play lacrosse.”
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The Rest of the Story

Imagine No More Racism at Marcellus UMC

Joan and Kevin are black. My friend Joan,
Let’s talk and take action at MUMC.
now retired, worked her entire career in the criminal justice system and was well acquainted with its
1) Please consider attending the virtual Diversity
administrators. She, along with others, had been
and Racism Workshop, Feb 24th from 6:30-8
advised that should Kevin be stopped by police, he
pm, taught by Rev. Susan Ranous and D.S.
should keep his hands on the steering wheel, his
Nola Anderson. Zoom link will be available prior
eyes looking forward, not reach for anything inside
to the workshop.
the car and not show any disrespectful attitude.
2) Please also consider signing on to the Bishop's
Equally important, he should look at the officer’s
INR Covenant and submit the form to the
badge and get his badge number and name. Joan
church office: Before God and with my family in
had “The Talk” with Kevin well before this incident.
Christ, I vow, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to
Kevin was so scared and upset by the officer’s last
oppose and work to eliminate the influence of
statement that he involuntarily urinated on himself.
racism from systems, institutions, relationships,
The officer didn’t say another word, and went back
and my own life.
to his car, turned the flashing lights off and left the
scene. Kevin drove home, coming in the door with
(The Talk will continue on)
tears streaming down his face. Even as Joan is
asking him what was wrong, he runs to the bathroom to take a shower. When he comes out, he
tells the story of what happened. Kevin had done
Crossroads District
everything he’d been told in “The Talk,” including
Training Opportunities
memorizing the name and badge number of the
policeman. Armed with this information, Joan reDue to the pandemic and current reality, this
ported the incident. The officer was speechless
year’s District Training Day has turned into onwhen confronted by his superior about the incident.
line Zoom opportunities to learn. Below are dates
The officer was given the choice of resigning or
to save. Zoom links will be made available prior
to the workshop.
being fired. He quit.
Diversity and Racism Workshop
2/24 (6:30 ~ 8 PM)
Rev. Susan Ranous and D.S. Nola Anderson
(S/PPRC is strongly encouraged to participate.)

This whole incident took place more than
fifteen years ago but is still fresh in the minds of
Joan and Kevin. Retelling it brings up very raw
emotions. Kevin remained a popular student in
high school and never got in trouble. He went on to
win a full academic/lacrosse scholarship to a Division I college. He has been stopped over a dozen
times since the incident but never charged with a
crime. He naturally has a strong disdain for police.
Joan prays for him every day that he will be safe
when he goes outside his home.
* More stories will come next month.

Conflict Resolution Workshop
Date & Time TBD
Rev. Bill Mudge & D.S. Debbie Earthrowl

Discipleship Workshop
3/24 (6:30 ~ 8 PM)
Rev. Susan Ranous and D.S. Nola Anderson
Missional Mindset
Date & Time TBD
District Co-Lay Leader Bob Mueller, and Direc
tor of Missional Engagement, Mike Block
Stewardship
April 26th (6:30 ~ 8 PM)
Rev. Susan Ranous
Contact Anne Hutchins for questions and registration:
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crossroadsdistrict@unyumc.org

Finance Report
My friends at MUMC,
2020 was a very challenging year for all of us, but I want to thank each of you for your continued
support of the ministries at MUMC. Despite overall lower income than originally budgeted for 2020, we
were able to manage expenses well and still make the Shared Ministry payments of $18,300 that were
budgeted for 2020, plus an additional $1,290 resulting from designated contributions and the special
Thanksgiving Offering. Also, despite all of the challenges we’ve faced during the pandemic, we were
able to collect $3,691.11 for Red Bird to put towards replacing their outdated server and upgrade their
technology, we collected $740 towards Shared Ministries with our Thanksgiving Offering, and we collected $1,750 through our Christmas Offering to benefit Casawasco in support of their ministries. Finally, we
qualified for and successfully secured a loan of $16,575 through the Payroll Protection Act in the Spring.
We recently applied for loan forgiveness and expect to receive approval for that soon, at which time
those funds will become part of our General Fund.
Our 2021 budget has been finalized and approved by both the Finance Committee and the
Church Council. The good news is that thanks to your continued generosity and a successful Stewardship Campaign this past Fall, we were able to have a balanced budget for 2021. Unfortunately, due
largely to the pandemic, we have many financial challenges ahead. Many of our expenses have increased, and we cannot budget any facility use income, which is generally about $3,500 per year. As
such, we have had to reduce our budgeted Shared Ministry payments from $18,300 in 2020 to $13,500
in 2021 to balance our budget, which is less than 50% of our full apportionments for 2021. The Finance
Committee will continue to work with the Church Council to find ways to make additional payments for
Shared Ministries during 2021. Our congregation is very loving and generous, and we are confident that
with your continued support, the setback in Shared Ministry payments will be temporary.
Again, thank you all for your continued support of the ministries at MUMC. Please do not hesitate
to reach out to me if you have any questions at kwade@bpas.com or 315-491-4041.
In Peace,
From Kevin Wade, Finance Chair
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Worship by UNY Cabinet

Worship in MUMC

Sunday worship on Feb. 7 will be all virtual;
no in-person worship on 2/7. We will worship with
the pre-recorded worship video that the UNY
Cabinet and Bishop have created to support the
local churches, pastors, musicians, and tech volunteers. The worship video will be streaming on
Sunday, Feb. 7 at 9:30 AM. Please use the following link:
https://www.facebook.com/MarcellusUMC/live/

Three Types of Worship
1. In-Person Worship: Please reply to the email blast
or email/call the church office to reserve your seat.
2. On-line Sunday Worship: You might notice a new
link (https://www.facebook.com/MarcellusUMC/
live/ ) in the email blast for Sunday Worship this
week. This slightly different link should bypass Facebook’s request to sign into an account, so that even
those without a Facebook account can easily view the
live stream worship on Sunday morning.

Ash Wednesday Virtual Worship

3. Phone in Worship: For those who using a computer
proves to be a challenge, you can now phone in to
LISTEN to the worship service.
Step 1:
Using your regular telephone dial:
1-646-876-9923
Step 2:
You will be prompted to key in the
Meeting ID: 843 6138 2213 #
Step 3:
You will be prompted to key in the
Participant ID—there isn’t one, so simply
press #
Step 3:
You will be prompted to key in the
Password: 681404 #
Step 4:
Listen, and Enjoy the Worship Service!

MUMC will have an Ash Wednesday Evening Wor
ship Service on Wednesday, February 17 at 7 PM.
The service will be virtual via the church Facebook
page. Traditionally, MUMC joined the Catholic
Church for Ash Wednesday worship. A minimal
number of congregants participated in Ash Wed.
services in previous years.
In the year of exploration, MUMC will begin a new
thing. We would embark on our Lenten journey
together as worshipping the Lord in our virtual
church. Please use this link on Wed., Feb. 17 at 7 PM:
https://www.facebook.com/MarcellusUMC/live/

Virtual Lenten Study
Faith Builders’ Small Groups
Bob Mueller, CLM will offer a Lenten Study via
Zoom on Monday evenings at 7 PM from
2/22 through 3/29.
Please let Bob know if you want to participate or
lead a small group.
Bob’s email: mueller915@yahoo.com

February Liturgists Schedule
2/7

None (Virtual worship by UNY Cabinet)

2/14 John Lewien
2/21 Tracy Cheney
2/28 Melissa Butler

2/7

A Wesleyan Approach to Small Groups
-Daily readings
-Opportunity to reflect on the daily reading
-A time of group devotion
-Wesleyan Class Meeting question: “Where have
you seen God at work in your life this week?”
-Sharing prayer concerns

Ambassadors Schedule

None (Virtual worship the UNY cabinet)

2/14 Tom Lathrop, John Dorio, Dave Marin
2/21 Tom Lathrop, John Dorio, Dave Marin
2/28 Tom Lathrop, John Dorio, Dave Marin
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Missions in Action

Outreach Team

Supporting the Local Food Pantry
Missions in Action Team wishes to express thanks
for supporting the local food pantry during this time
of increased need these past months. As a result,
our local food pantry has been able to respond
those to whom are in most need of their vital
services. MUMC Missions wishes to continue to
collect food donations going into the spring season. Please feel free to bring any canned donations (including pet food) to church and donations
can be left in food pantry barrel or can still be
donated contact free via home pickup.

MUMC Outreach Team is offering a great
Valentine's Day Gift Idea.

A church mug filled with Valentine candies,
a cute stuffed animal, and a new church
brochure is nicely wrapped and ready for you.
It costs only $12. We have a limited amount of
the Valentine’s gifts. If you want to purchase a
valentine’s gift, please contact Holly Ireland at
315-673-1977 and leave a message.

Daily Bread Project for Shelter on the Rock

Thrift and Gift Shop News & Hours

"Whoever has a bountiful eye will be blessed,
for he shares his bread with the poor.”
(Proverbs 22:9)

February is here and that
means Valentines Day
is near! The Shop has a
selection of cards and
gift items for sale. We
also have decorations for
the holiday.

The Daily Bread Donation project will continue
through February 7th. Donations will be used to
help provide residents in Lunzu, Malawi in Southeastern Africa much needed food provisions.
By reaching the goal of $1,375, Shelter on the
Rock (SOTR) Christian NGO can purchase
enough corn flour to provide 100 households one
daily meal for a month. Donations can be made
out to MUMC with “SOTR” on the memo line.
Those who wish to donate cash can include a note
with the donation directing it to “SOTR.”

* Thrift Shop hours
Tuesdays 10 AM ~ 2 PM
Thursdays 10 AM ~ 2 PM
2nd & 4th Saturdays of each month
10 AM ~ 2 PM
* Social Distancing Practices are required, including wearing a mask. Only 2 customers permitted in
shop at a time. If you have any question about the
Thrift shop, please contact Cindy McAllister or Trudy
Quinlan.

Please contact Dave Takach,
if you have any questions or concerns
related to the Missions in Action ministries.
Email: calebmact@gmail.com
Phone: 315-673-3248
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February Birthdays
1
2
9
14
16
17
19
20
27
28

Linda Ellinwood
David Takach
Ann DeCapio
Ella Butler
Joy Buffan
Pam Mueller
Jan Macko
JoAnn Mathieson
Jun Ho Han
Trudy Quinlan
Sue Dennis
Bill Toth

MUMC Prayer Chain
Please Keep the Following Loved Ones in Prayer:
Connie White, Joyce Doig, Lee Prugar (Friend of Muellers),
Diane Lathrop, Ron Ramsden, Cathy Mehlenbacher,
Joy Buffan, Ginger Evans, Joyce Doig, Evelyn Riggall,
Fran Smith, Betty & Don Sherman, Kaye& Tom Brown
Military Personnel and Families:
Chad Hardenburgh, Zachary Smith, Matthew Barnes,
Kristen & Brian Walter, Sgt. Jeffrey Lumley
Do you have a prayer request?
Cathy Mehlenbacher is a new prayer chain coordinator.
If you have a prayer request, please contact Cathy
at (315)741-4172 or cmehl8432@gmail.com.

Prayer:
The most valuable gift
you can give someone.

Virtual Prayer Room
Wednesday at 11 AM
ZOOM Prayer Room
Meeting ID 875 2232 6302
Meeting PW 993070

Help Needed
The Church Office is looking for
a volunteer (s) who has excellent organizing skills. There are
excessive volumes of old documents, files, and books in the
office cabinets and old e-files
saved in the church computer,
for many years. If you can help
sort and reorganize the church
office space and the computer,
please contact pastor Sung Ah.
revdrchoi.mumc@gmall.com

Church Meetings In February
Prayer Gathering: Wednesdays at 11 AM (Zoom)
Praise Band Rehearsal: Wednesdays at 6 PM
Missions in Action: Monday, 2/1 at 7 PM (Wesley Hall)
Trustees: TBA
S/PPRC: Tuesday, 2/16 at 7 PM (In-Person & Zoom)
Finance Team: Wednesday, 2/17 at 7 PM (Wesley Hall)
Lenten Study/Faith Builders: Monday, 2/22 at 7 PM (Zoom)
Church Council: Wednesday, 2/24 at 7 PM (Zoom)
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Marcellus United Methodist Church Mission:
We welcome, encourage and equip all people to experience God’s love and grace through Jesus Christ.

Marcellus UMC Vision Statement to Support Our Faithful Mission
As a faith community seeking God’s
direction for discipleship, we are
called to:

Welcome all people by:








Creating inspiring worship,
relevant to daily life, through
music and the Word
Inviting people to worship
service and church activities
Participating in ecumenical
events
Honoring diversity and our
unique perspectives
Appreciating that God speaks
to people differently
Inspiring worshippers to share
Christ’s love with others

Encourage one another by:






Visiting the sick and homebound
Praying for the church and its
people
Offering personal assistance
Utilizing laity of all ages
Offering Gifts and acts of
service to neighbors near and far

“Let your light shine
before others in such a way
that they may see your good
works, and glorify God in heaven.”

Equip all people by:







Presenting a variety of small
group learning opportunities
Offering Sunday School classes
for all ages
Providing strong leadership for
education
Encouraging activities to apply
lessons learned
Providing information by
communicating in a variety of
ways

Matthew 5:16

Sunday Worship
9:30 AM

Marcellus United Methodist Church
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www.facebook.com/MarcellusUMC

