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Light for the Path

“Let your light shine before others in
such a way that they may see your
good works, and glorify God in heaven.”

Matthew 5:16

2021

THE YEAR OF EXPLORATION
I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses.
Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon,
and from the great river, the Euphrates—all the Hittite country—
to the Mediterranean Sea in the west." (Joshua 1:3-4, NIV)
In December 2019, without knowing that a world pandemic was approaching
soon in three months, I named 2020 “The Year of Preparation.” Hopefully,
some of you remember the spiritual and prophetic message attached to 2020.
Scripture says, "Those who sow with tears will reap with songs of joy. Those
who go out weeping, carrying seed to sow, will return with songs of joy, carrying
sheaves with them" (Psalm 126:5-6). Indeed, we had a time of sowing with
tears and cries at the beginning of the pandemic every Sunday between March
and May. Once we completed a time of preparation for online ministries and
virtual discipleship, we could continue many ministries and gatherings virtually
amid COVID-19. What we are enjoying now is the outcome of our efforts and
preparation. I am confident that we - MUMC, will be adaptive and resilient in
any new similar situations in the near future.
After having a time of prayers and pondering to hear the voice of God,
I have named 2021 "The Year of Exploration." I expect that we will explore
further, deeper, and higher in the spiritual realm. I pray that your spiritual
territories will be expanded by your spiritual endeavors to search for a bigger
scope of kingdom reality and power with the Holy Spirit. Explorers do not
hesitate to go beyond their current latitude, longitude, and elevation on the
planet earth. They bravely go out in joy and anticipation and investigate the
places where they have never been before. In the same way, you are spiritual
explorers in the Kingdom of God. Be brave and courageous to explore the new
blessings that God has stored for you in 2021.
Continued on Page 2...
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January
Birthdays
5
6
7
10

14
17
20
25

14
16

Tom Lathrop
Mary Widger
Ken Hall
Joyce Potucek
Cindy McAllister
Ron Long
Carol Williams
Janet Smith
Korey Wade
Patricia Lathrop
Robert Forbes

I believe that God wants to develop your ability and authority to come
into a whole new place and a whole new dimension of spirituality and enable
others to press into the new place. If you have never dreamed a spiritual
dream, explore to have a spirit-filled dream and vision at night. If you have
never spoken in your spiritual language, ask God for speaking in tongue and
more spiritual gifts. If you have never finished reading the Bible from Genesis
to Revelation yet, search the Word of God from the beginning to the end of
the scriptures. As individuals and a faith community believing in our great
Lord, I hope we will attempt doing something new, which we have never
tried before.
My kingdom family in Christ! God will extend your territories in 2021.
You will go into a wide-open space and cross over the borders of your old
territory and enter the new Promised Land of God. As God promised Joshua,
"I will give you every place where you set your foot," I bless that you will
possess every place that you will step down on your new journey in 2021.
Do not be afraid, but be courageous! God will go with you and you will go
with God and explore the newness of God in the year to come.

January
Anniversaries

Blessings,

Sung Ah & Jun Ho Han
Bill & Diana Toth

Pastor Sung Ah Choi

January
Liturgists
January 3
Mary Tanner
January 10
Dave Takach
January 17
Bob Mueller
January 24
Melissa Butler
January 31
Ella Butler

—We Hold in Prayer —
-Please Keep the Following Loved Ones in PrayerDiane Lathrop, Ron Ramsden, Cathy Mehlenbacher, Joy Buffan,
Barb Burt, Ed White, Ginger Evans, Joyce Doig, Evelyn Riggall, Fran Smith,
Betty & Don Sherman, Kay & Tom Brown, Karen (Earline Hall’s daughter),
Mary Beth Schillace (friend of Sally Bailey), Pat Bertrand (Sally’s neighbor),
Stephanie Valencia-Peasley & family, Linda Totman & family,
Euclide, Liliane, Alliance, Elliane, Benaya, Emana & Joel
The following military personnel:
Chad Hardenburgh, Zachary Smith, Matthew Barnes,
Kristen & Brian Walter, Sgt. Jeffrey Lumley
For all who work in the medical field, as well as essential workers
and businesses; our family and friends during this winter season,
as well as those feeling isolated during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Do you have a prayer request?
Contact Mary Widger at (315)673-9142 or mcwidger32@gmail.com
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Crossroads District Training Opportunities in 2021
Dear friends in Christ,
Marcellus UMC is a connectional church. We are part of the Crossroads District and under the spiritual
leadership of our district superintendent, Rev. Nola Anderson. I trust that Rev. Anderson and our district
leadership team have mindfully prayed and developed a good plan for trainings. I [your pastor]
strongly encourage all congregants and all members of the church council to participate in the district
trainings in 2021. Due to the pandemic and current reality, this year’s District Training Day has turned to
on-line Zoom opportunities to learn. Below are dates to save. Zoom links will be made available prior to
the workshop.
* Transformational Leadership
January 25th from 6:30 to 8:00 pm, facilitated by Co-District Leaders, Bob Mueller
and Darlene Dennis
*

Diversity and Racism Workshop
Feb 24th from 6:30-8 pm, taught by Rev. Susan Ranous and D.S. Nola Anderson

* Conflict Resolution Workshop
Facilitated by Rev. Bill Mudge and D.S. Debbie Earthrowl (Date and time to be
determined)
* Discipleship Workshop
March 24th from 6:30 to 8 pm, facilitated by Rev. Susan Ranous and D.S. Nola Anderson
* Missional Mindset
Taught by District Co-Lay Leader Bob Mueller, and Director of Missional
Engagement, Mike Block (date and time to be determined)
* Stewardship
April 26th from 6:30 to 8 pm with Rev. Susan Ranous

Ginger Evans is continuing to receive meals at home. Helen Shaffer has updated the Meal Train
on Facebook for those of you who would like to provide this blessing to Ginger and Gary.
Visit the MUMC Facebook page to sign up! If you are not on Facebook,
call Helen to make arrangements at 315-673-2215.

The Thrift Shop is Looking for Volunteers!
We were open through the fall season two days a week and two Saturdays a month.
We would like to add a third day, but do not have enough volunteers. If you would be
willing to work a two or four hour shift to help us expand our hours, please contact
Cindy McAllister at hates2clean@gmail.com or (315)559-1154.
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Greetings and Thanks!
Dear Friends,

Dear Methodists,

My family and I are so thankful for the beautiful Christmas cards from you and
a special Christmas bonus that you collected to fill my purse. Your collections truly
filled my purse this Christmas, and your love for me deeply touched my heart.
The year 2020 and Christmas 2020 will be one of the most memorable ones in my
life for many reasons. I am so grateful to be serving the Lord with you at MUMC.
Let us continue to serve the Lord together in joy in 2021. Happy New Year!
Love and Blessings to you all!

Thank you so much for your very
generous $190 donation to the
Food Pantry. You are helping many
people who need food now. We
appreciate your support at this
difficult time.
Sincerely,

Sung Ah, Jun Ho, and Eden Choi Han

Marcellus Ecumenical Food Pantry
Greetings,
We would like to say thank you again to everyone for all
the prayers, cards, and for all the many, many delicious
meals! I just started radiation on the 14th of December.
(five weeks, five days a week.) Please continue with the
prayers. We appreciate it. Also, thank you to the pastor
for her visits and the poinsettia plant from the church.

Greetings MUMC Family,
Looking forward to the day I can return to my
“home” church. Praying everyone stays healthy and
safe during this pandemic.
Bonnie Hanyak

Blessings to all,
To My Church Family,

Ginger and Gary Evans

It is with deep appreciation that I thank everyone
who sent me a card for my 100th birthday—it
made my very special day!
At the Holiday Season, our thoughts turn gratefully God bless you all and may you and yours stay safe
to those who have made our progress possible. It is and well during this difficult time in our lives.
in this spirit we say…Thank you and best wishes for
the holidays and a Happy New Year!
Sincerely,
MUMC,

In My Father’s Kitchen,

Joyce Doig

John, Leigh-Ann, Angela, Kat, Kevin, JD and Paulette

MUMC SPIRIT OF SHARING THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON
Blessings to all who participated in the Christmas Clothing Drive for the Rescue Mission and donations to the Marcellus
Food Pantry. All of this sharing takes on a special significance considering the special challenges facing the community
during this time of the Covid pandemic. Missions will keep our local food pantry on our radar as we navigate into 2021.
Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns that you may have and I will attempt to provide answers.
Also, I would be happy to provide continued pickup of any donations you wish to make beyond the Christmas season.
I can be reached by calling (315)439-7501 or by emailing me at calebmact@gmail.com. We will get through these
difficult times with the help of God and each other.
Dave Takach, Missions
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January 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

2

Fri
1

Sat
2

W
Chicken BBQMarcellus Park

New Year’s Day
Office Closed

Ignite Service

3

4

Worship 9:30AM

5
Thrift Shop
9:30AM-5:30PM

6

Virtual Prayer
11AM

Praise Band 6PM

7

8

Thrift Shop
10AM-2PM

9
Thrift Shop
10AM-2PM

Missions Committee
Mtg 7:00PM WH

Worship Team Mtg.
7PM WH

10

11

Worship 9:30AM
Communion Sunday

12

13

14

Thrift Shop
9:30 AM-5:30 PM

Virtual Prayer
11AM

Thrift Shop
10AM-2PM

Trustee’s Mtg
7PM WH

17

18

Worship 9:30AM

24
Worship 9:30AM

25

19

15

16

22

23

Praise Band 6PM

20

21

Thrift Shop
9:30 AM-5:30 PM

Virtual Prayer
11AM

S/PPRC
7PM WH

Praise Band 6PM

26

27

28

Thrift Shop
9:30AM-5:30PM

Virtual Prayer
11AM

Thrift Shop
10AM-2PM

Thrift Shop
10AM-2PM

Thrift Shop
10AM-2PM

Finance Mtg.
7PM WH

Praise Band 6PM
Ad. Council Mtg
7PM WH
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29

30

Marcellus United Methodist Church Mission:
We welcome, encourage and equip all people to experience God’s love and grace through Jesus Christ.

Marcellus UMC Vision Statement to Support Our Faithful Mission
As a faith community seeking God’s
direction for discipleship, we are called
to:

Welcome all people by:








Creating inspiring worship,
relevant to daily life, through
music and the Word
Inviting people to worship
service and church activities
Participating in ecumenical
events
Honoring diversity and our
unique perspectives
Appreciating that God speaks
to people differently
Inspiring worshippers to share
Christ’s love with others

Encourage one another by:






Visiting the sick and homebound
Praying for the church and its
people
Offering personal assistance
Utilizing laity of all ages
Offering Gifts and acts of
service to neighbors near and far

“Let your light shine
before others in such a way
that they may see your good
works, and glorify God in heaven.”

Equip all people by:






Presenting a variety of small
group learning opportunities
Offering Sunday School classes
for all ages
Providing strong leadership for
education
Encouraging activities to apply
lessons learned
Providing information by
communicating in a variety of
ways

Matthew 5:16

Sunday Worship
9:30 AM

Circuit Rider
Marcellus United Methodist Church
1 Slocombe Avenue, Marcellus, New York 13108-1121

www.facebook.com/MarcellusUMC

