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Purple, the Color for Lent
Above his head they placed the written charge against him:
this is Jesus, the king of the Jews. (Matthew 27:37)
What is your favorite color? Mine is purple. Do you know which
color is for the season of Lent? Yes, it is purple. Purple is the liturgical
color for Lent in our Christian church tradition. In the King James Bible,
the word 'purple' occurs forty-eight times, of which nine are in the New
Testament. The Holy Scripture is full of symbols and spiritual meanings
associated with names, places, and colors. Why don't we learn about
purple, the liturgical color for Lent?
What does purple symbolize? Purple represents royalty, majesty,
and high officials. Esther 8:15 states, "Mordecai went out from the king's
presence in a blue and white royal robe wearing a large gold crown
and a white and red-purple coat." Kings wore robes in purple. Purple
represents authority and kingship (Judges 8:26). It also means wealth,
prosperity, and luxury. Acts 16:14 writes, "One who heard us was a
woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods,
who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul." There was an indication in the Bible that
the color purple was an extremely expensive and wealthy color to
make and have.
Jesus was clothed with a purple robe as a mockery. In Mark
15:16, Roman soldiers clothed Jesus in purple before beating him and
crucifying him. They were mocking his supposed royalty. Although they
were doing it as a mockery, Jesus was indeed the King of kings and
Lord of lords. Jesus died because he was the King of the Jews. Jesus
was royalty.
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Without a doubt, you will see purple very often in the church sanctuary in Lent. Dave Bailey,
our church artist, hung two purple banners at the sanctuary as a symbol of Christ's kingship and
royalty. Diane Lathrop, our church altar guild, also set the altar and pulpit cloths in purple as we
entered the season of Lent. Their silent and faithful services help us remember the story of Jesus at
Calvary and His lordship. Whenever you see the color purple this month, I hope it would remind
you of Jesus Christ, our King, our Master. He reigns forever. May the Lord richly bless you during your
Lenten journey!
From Pastor Sung Ah Choi

INR Convent Board
Thirty-five individuals made their vows,
and it became our communal covenant.
Thank you for making commitment to be

change agents for our community. We
are Christ’s light and salt in the world.

The Talk Series (Part 2)
By Carol Williams, Member at Large
MUMC Church Council

Last month we began a series of articles on Imagine No Racism, an ongoing initiative of our
Upper New York Annual Conference and Bishop Mark Webb. We learned about The Talk and read
a true story of a young black man in Syracuse who had heard The Talk from his mother and what
happened to him on an early morning drive to school. What follows next is another powerful illustration of why we all need to talk.
Experiencing racism at the age of five: Weagba Nelson is a former youth delegate to the UMC
Northeast Jurisdictional Conference and currently a residence hall director at SUNY Cortland. He
shared his perspective on unyumc.org. in 2017.
“Growing up black in the United States was never something that went unnoticed. In everything I did, I felt as if I was being watched, and at five-years-old, I learned why I felt that way.
In preschool, my best friend’s name was Amy. We would always play together and eat together, so when my mother was planning me a fifth birthday party, the person I wanted
there most was Amy.
But when I sent out my invitations and got them back, Amy’s parents said she couldn’t come.
I was confused and sad, and so my mom called Amy’s parents. It turns out Amy’s mother had
received the invitation and had declined. When my mother called, she talked to Amy’s father, who hadn’t even heard of the invitation. My mom learned from Amy’s dad that his wife
was prejudiced against black people, and that’s why she declined our invitation.
My mother was able to convince Amy’s father to bring her to my party, and I got to enjoy my
day with my best friend. But once everyone had left, and it was just my mom and me, she sat
down with me, and we had our first talk about the color of my skin. She told me that people
would always view me differently; I was not afforded mistakes, and I’d need to work twice as
hard to get where some of my peers did.
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As I’ have grown, I have been exposed to several instances of racism and discrimination, but
this initial experience is what sticks with me the most. Racism does not pay attention to age or
your background; racism only looks at one's skin, and it is an illness that harms everyone involved.”
What is The Talk?
The Talk begins with our youngest and most vulnerable. The Talk is a conversation many Black
parents in the United States have with their children and teenagers about the dangers they face due
to racism or unjust treatment from authority figures, law enforcement, or other parties, and how to de
-escalate them. The practice dates back generations and is often a rite of passage for Black children.
“It is a hard talk, a sad talk. And the stakes are really high.” (Kenya Young, Executive Producer of NPR
Morning Edition, “A Black Mother Reflects On Giving Her 3 Sons 'The Talk' ... Again And Again, June 28,
2020)
But The Talk is not just one which Black parents have with their children. There is The Talk of
Imagine No Racism, The Talk among white people who must ask themselves, “Are we ready to talk
about what's going on in America? How did we get here? Are we ready to have this conversation?
What's your next step? What's my next step? And what is our next step together?” (K. Young, NPR)
Imagine A Time
Sisters and brothers, imagine a time when black parents no longer have to have The Talk with
their children, over and over and over, from age five to adulthood, and pray for their safety daily due
to the color of their skin; when those parents don’t have to wonder if their teenagers will come home
again safely if they walk out the door.
In future issues of the Circuit Rider, we will learn about white privilege and about steps we can
take to combat racism. Talking about these topics can be uncomfortable, but it is still necessary to
make progress against racism. For those wishing to study ahead, I recommend two well-respected
works on how we got here:
1. White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack, by Peggy McIntosh, 1989.
Some examples from the McIntosh article: I can, if I wish, arrange to be in the company of
people of my race most of the time. If I should need to move, I can be pretty sure of renting or purchasing housing in an area which I can afford and in which I would want to live. I can be pretty sure
that my neighbors in such a location will be neutral or pleasant to me. I can go shopping alone most
of the time, pretty well assured that I will not be followed or harassed. I can turn on the television or
open to the front page of the paper and see people of my race widely represented.
2. White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People to Talk About Racism, by Robin DiAngelo, 2018.
There is also a 22-minute video by Dr. DiAngelo, “Deconstructing White Privilege.” We viewed
this as part of Imagine No Racism training.
Imagine No Racism’s Mission is to equip followers of Jesus Christ to be more actively antiracist
in their lives and ministries so that they increase their effectiveness in making disciples and building
the beloved community. Imagine No Racism’s Vision is that different manifestations of racial injustice
will be dismantled because of the work of members, congregations, and other ministries of the Upper New York Annual Conference.
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Crossroads District News Virtual Training Opportunities in 2021
Discipleship Town Hall, March 2, led by Tammie Nipper and Bob Mueller
Conflict Resolution Workshop, facilitated by Rev. Bill Mudge and D.S. Debbie
Earthrowl, March 5 & 6 (Friday evening, Saturday morning and Saturday afternoon)
Discipleship Workshop, March 24th from 6:30 to 8 pm, facilitated by Rev. Susan Ranous and
D.S. Nola Anderson

Upper New York Annual Conference 2021
The Twelfth Session will be held virtually June 17-19, 2021. The Upper New York Conference is working with Good News TV Media Ministry to provide a positive virtual ex-

perience.

Thrift and Gift Shop News & Hours
Spring Bag Sale
This spring’s bag sale will be a weekly event instead of a oneday sale starting Tuesday March 16th. We will be open normal
hours Tuesday and Thursday and by appointment Wednesday.
Bags will still be $4.00. Certain items such as cards and cutlery
will be excluded.
* Thrift Shop hours



Tuesdays 9:30 AM ~ 5:30 PM
Thursdays 10 AM ~ 2 PM
2nd & 4th Saturdays of each month, 10 AM ~ 2 PM
Social Distancing Practices are required, including wearing a mask. Only 2 customers permitted in shop at a time. If you have any question about the Thrift shop, please contact Cindy
McAllister or Trudy Quinlan.
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Worship in MUMC
We offer three types of worship every Sunday.
1. In-Person Worship: Please reply to the email
blast or email/call the church office to reserve
your seat.
2. On-line Sunday Worship: You might notice a
new link (https://www.facebook.com/
MarcellusUMC/live/ ) in the email blast for Sunday Worship this week. This slightly different link
should bypass Facebook’s request to sign into
an account, so that even those without a Facebook account can easily view the live stream
worship on Sunday morning.
3. Phone in Worship: For those who using a computer proves to be a challenge, you can now
phone in to LISTEN to the worship service.
Step 1:
Dial 1-646-876-9923
Step 2:
Meeting ID: 843 6138 2213 #
Step 3:
Password: 681404 #
Step 4:
Listen, and Enjoy the Worship Service!

March Liturgists Schedule
3/7

Pam Mueller

3/14

Bob Mueller

3/21

Mary Tanner

3/28

Dave Takach

Ambassadors/Ushers
Tom Lathrop, John Dorio, & Dave Marin

Maundy Thursday Virtual Worship
Join us in virtual evening service on Maundy
Thursday, April 1, 2021, at 7:00 PM. This virtual
evening worship will be a service of songs, scripture lessons, three video presentations, the
Agape Meal, and a time of prayer. As we share
the agape meal, we will recall the Last Supper
and Christ’s commandment. Bring a cup of hot
tea and gather with loved ones in your living
room, and enjoy the music, scripture readings,
and inspirational skits in the presence of God. The
Spirit of the Living God will speak to you throughout the virtual service. As you join the Facebook
online worship, visit https://www.facebook.com/
MarcellusUMC.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The Worship Team and Pastor Choi plan to offer
two Easter Sunday services on Sunday, April 4. As
many congregants have taken their second shot,
more congregants are hoping to come back to
in-person worship. The first Easter Sunday worship
will be held at 9:30 with Beautifully Made Praise
band. The second Service will begin at 11 AM
with traditional music and MUMC virtual choir
singing.
To create a safe worship environment and follow
the Covid-19 related restrictions, we need your
help. A brief survey form will be sent to you on
March 1st. If you plan to join us in-person worship
on Easter Sunday, please respond the survey
form or email the church office as soon as possible. IF the total expected in-person worship attendees, including both services do NOT exceed
18 units, we will have one service at 9:30 AM.
We hope and pray that many congregants
would have a meaningful resurrection Sunday
celebration with us at MUMC.
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Missions in Action
Report on 2021 Daily Bread Project for SOTR
Dear friends at Marcellus UMC,
Shalom! We are so grateful and blessed that you, MUMC made the SOTR
church and all our congregants and their families happy, joyful, and full with your special donations.
Recently, many people in our village have sustained their lives by eating grassroots with salt. This
Sunday, however, people in Lunzu received food from Marcellus, New York. Since this Sunday evening, we have seen smoke rising from many places in our village. Our friends have cooked at home
and had meals together with their family members. This made us so happy and grateful. Again, we
sincerely appreciate your support with Daily Bread Project.
We heard from little children to their grandparents saying aloud with joy in carrying the
heavy bags of corn flour on their heads and shoulders, “NDAKUTA,” which means “I am full.” Even
without eating, they already felt fully fed. They kept shouting, “Mulungu Wa Bwino,” which means
“God is good” to one another. Yes, indeed, God is a living God and the living God has sent great
love to us through you, the Marcellus United Methodist Church. We will never forget your love
shown to us in Christ. And, we, the Shelter on the Rock, will pray for you, your church, and your
country, the United States of America. We love you in Jesus Christ, our Lord.
From Shelter on the Rock
Lunzu, Malawi
Funds from MUMC
Received on Feb. 17th

Ufa (Corn Flour)
Delivery Fee

3,500.97 USD

2,601,220MK
(1 USD=743 MK)

800 Bags x 3,153 MK
(22 pounds/bag)

2,522,400MK
(3,395 USD)

45,000 MK x 2 Trips

90,000 MK
(121.1 USD)
2,612,400 MK
(3,516 USD)

Total
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March Birthdays

MUMC Prayer Chain
Please Keep the Following Loved Ones in Prayer:
Diane Lathrop, Ginger Evans, Ron Ramsden,
Cathy Mehlenbacher, Laurie Moore, Carol Martin,
Joy Buffan, Joyce Doig, Evelyn Riggall,
Betty & Don Sherman, & Tom Brown
Nicolas and Holly’s Niece

2
7
14
19
21
23
26
31

Monica Deng
Kyle Quinlan
Natalie Clere
Justin West
Janet Brown
Stella Eberly
Garang Deng
Sue Mezey
Scott Tanner

Virtual Prayer Room
Wednesday at 11 AM
ZOOM Prayer Room

Military Personnel and Families:
Chad Hardenburgh, Zachary Smith, Matthew Barnes,
Kristen & Brian Walter, Sgt. Jeffrey Lumley
Do you have a prayer request?
Cathy Mehlenbacher is a new prayer chain coordinator.
If you have a prayer request, please contact Cathy
at (315)741-4172 or cmehl8432@gmail.com.

Thank You!
Dear Marcellus United Methodist Church,
On behalf of Casowasco Camp and Retreat Center,
thank you so much for your $ 1,750 contributions.
We deeply appreciate your generosity and partnership.

Meeting ID 875 2232 6302
Meeting PW 993070

Psalm 66:19
“But truly God has listened; he has

F. David Weber, Jr, Director
Casowasco Camp and Retreat Center
Dear Methodists,
Thank you so much for your donation to the food pantry. You
are helping many people who need food now. We appreciate your support at this difficult time.
Sincerely,
Marcellus Ecumenical Food Pantry

Church Meetings

Daylight Saving Time
Daylight saving time will begin
at 2 AM on Sunday, March 14.

3/3
Worship Team (virtual)
3/4
Emergency Church Council (Zoom)
3/10 Missions in Action (Wesley Hall)
3/17 Finance Team (Wesley Hall)
3/24 Church Council (Zoom)
-S/PPRC & Trustees Meetings to Be Determined Later
-Lenten Study on Mondays @ 7 PM (Zoom)
-Praise Band Rehearsal on Wednesdays @ 6 PM
-Prayer Gathering on Wednesdays @ 11 AM (Zoom)
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Marcellus United Methodist Church Mission:
We welcome, encourage and equip all people to experience God’s love and grace through Jesus Christ.

Marcellus UMC Vision Statement to Support Our Faithful Mission
As a faith community seeking God’s
direction for discipleship, we are
called to:

Welcome all people by:








Creating inspiring worship,
relevant to daily life, through
music and the Word
Inviting people to worship
service and church activities
Participating in ecumenical
events
Honoring diversity and our
unique perspectives
Appreciating that God speaks
to people differently
Inspiring worshippers to share
Christ’s love with others

Encourage one another by:






Visiting the sick and homebound
Praying for the church and its
people
Offering personal assistance
Utilizing laity of all ages
Offering Gifts and acts of
service to neighbors near and far

“Let your light shine
before others in such a way
that they may see your good
works, and glorify God in heaven.”

Equip all people by:







Presenting a variety of small
group learning opportunities
Offering Sunday School classes
for all ages
Providing strong leadership for
education
Encouraging activities to apply
lessons learned
Providing information by
communicating in a variety of
ways

Matthew 5:16

Sunday Worship
9:30 AM

Marcellus United Methodist Church
1 Slocombe Avenue, Marcellus, New York 13108-1121
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www.facebook.com/MarcellusUMC

