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Discipleship with Intentionality 
 
“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 

very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20, NIV)   

 

 I am grateful that MUMC has finally finished developing 

our discipleship pathways of Hospitality, Offering Christ, Purpose, 

and Engagement (HOPE). As one body of Jesus Christ, we ap-

proved this HOPE model on Sunday, April 11, after the disciple-

ship task force team presented it to the congregation. The origi-

nal framework of the HOPE model is from the Book of Disciplines 

of the United Methodist Church, paragraph 122, which provides 

us with the Process for Carrying Out Our Mission.  

 

 Discipleship is always intentional. Intentionality means that 

we are to be deliberate or purposive to fulfill our mission. Our 

God-given mission and purpose for life can never be more 

straightforward than what Jesus has commended to his first disci-

ples in Matthew 28, “Therefore, go and make disciples of all na-

tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I 

have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 

very end of the age” (Matthew 28:19-20, NIV).  We need to carry 

out discipleship with intentionality and a feeling of urgency.  
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 Discipleship requires us to have a strategy, direction, and specific steps for those who we 

are discipling (Matthew Anderson, www.discipleship.org). And, we -MUMC- now have the HOPE 

model that offers us strategy, direction, and pathways to move forward. This model is not a new 

church program that some church leaders are called to participate in or engage in. Instead, it 

is for all congregants and designed to help us to be effective disciples first before the Lord, and 

make new disciples of Jesus, and bring them into the body of Christ.  

 Friends, I have included the full description of the HOPE Discipleship Pathways here in the 

May Circuit Rider. Please read it carefully and thoroughly. Let us diligently follow the discipleship 

pathways so that the MUMC would be used to make more disciples of Christ and be effective 

fishers of men for the Kingdom of God. 

 Again, I thank Bob Mueller and all the taskforce members. Their mission has been success-

fully accomplished now. Although the taskforce team no longer exists, MUMC is looking for a 

couple of congregants who can continue monitoring and leading the congregation in our indi-

vidual and communal journeys of discipleship. If you have the heart to work for church vitaliza-

tion and growth through discipleship-making pathways, please contact me, your pastor, or Bob 

Mueller, the certified lay minister who works for faith formation at MUMC.    

 May the grace and mercy of God be real to you and richly bless you and yours in this 

new month!  

From Pastor Sung Ah Choi 

 

Praise Report: See a Victory  
By Diane Lathrop  

  

 Before I was diagnosed with cancer last October, I felt that I had to walk through this, 

whatever my health issue was. That statement ‘walk through’ keep showing up in my devotional 

readings (that is how God speaks the most to me).   

Psalm 23, “though I walk through the valley.”   

Psalm 138:7, “Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life.” 

 

 During this time I depended so much on our God to give me hope when feeling discour-

aged and fatigued. Drawing closer to God is a great blessing. I know God will use this time for 

good. As Pastor Choi said on Feb. 21, “Trials are God’s special training to develop us for higher 

purpose of God. Enduring faith until the end of the test.  Faith + Patience (perseverance) = 

Promises received.”  Our praise band sang in the Fall the song “the Battle belongs to the Lord, 

I’m gonna see a victory” and that became another encouragement to me during my healing. 

They sang again after I was in remission and I asked Pastor Choi if she had chosen it and she 

said. “No, it was divinely inspired!”   

 

 Praise with prayers during a battle; look to the Lord and His strength when you are 

struggling whether its illness, family concerns, world issues, etc. Our God will get us 

through- I have seen a victory!!  
Faith + Patience =  

Promises Received  

http://www.discipleship.org/
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AS UNITED METHODISTS WE ARE CALLED TO LIVE A LIFE OF H.O.P.E. 
 

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations” (Matthew28:19) 

 

 The Mission of the United Methodist Church is  

 to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

 

 Our local church provides the most significant arena through which disciple making 

 occurs. Each member is called to be a disciple of Jesus and make disciples. 

 

 A Disciple of Jesus Christ is a person who: (Definition given by UNY)  

 Confesses faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. 

 Is continually transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 Seeks accountability to grow spiritually and missionally. 

 Boldly connects the world around them while dismantling all forms of oppression 

and building up marginalized communities. 

 Proclaims the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

 Participate with God to make other disciples.   

 

 

Marcellus United Methodist Church’s Discipleship Pathway to H.O.P.E. 

 Living a life of HOSPITALITY.                                                                                                                             

We pledge to meet and greet new disciples  

 by offering our brochure and gift bags.                                                                                     

We shepherd new disciples  

 by informing and inviting new disciples to events. 

We engage new disciples  

 by offering small group studies and prayer meetings to participate in. 

We seek to reach the unchurched  

 by giving of our time and energy in our community. 

 

  Living a life of OFFERING CHRIST.    

We encourage new disciples                                                                                                                

 by personal invitation and providing worship information on-line. 

We provide early spiritual involvement                                                                                                                         

by offering confirmation, baptism, and profession of faith to new disciples.  

We encourage new disciples to a deeper spiritual involvement                                                                    

by participating in worship, teaching, and leading other disciples. 

We seek to keep holy as disciples                                                                                     

 by offering praise and music experiences. 
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  Living a life of PURPOSE. 

  We recognize new disciples                                                                                                           

         by offering classes for the Christian as a beginner. 

  We provide for personal spiritual growth                                                                          

        by offering Bible study and small groups for the Christian as a learner. 

 We seek to advance the disciple’s spiritual growth                    

        by encouraging the Christian as growing in fellowship and service. 

 We recognize the disciple                                                                                                       

  as growing in Christian Leadership. 

 

 Living a life of ENGAGEMENT (at local, regional, national, and global levels)  

 We provide our congregation                                                                                                   

  with mission activities within the church setting. 

 We offer on-site mission work    

  within our community. 

 We engage in long term mission                                                                                                 

  by events that call us to leave our community. 

 We involve our church                                                                                                                  

  in global mission work. 
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 Worship in MUMC  
We offer three types of worship every Sunday.  

1. In-Person Worship: Please reply to the email 

blast or email/call the church office to reserve 

your seat. 

 

2. On-line Sunday Worship: You might notice a 

new link (https://www.facebook.com/

MarcellusUMC/live/ ) in the email blast for Sun-

day Worship this week. This slightly different link 

should bypass Facebook’s request to sign into 

an account, so that even those without a Fa-

cebook account can easily view the live 

stream worship on Sunday morning. 

 

3. Phone in Worship: For those who using a 

computer proves to be a challenge, you can 

now phone in to LISTEN to the worship service.  

Step 1: Dial 1-646-876-9923   

Step 2:  Meeting ID:  843  6138  2213 # 

Step 3: Password:  681404 # 

Step 4: Listen, and Enjoy the Service! 

May Liturgists Schedule  
 

   5/2   Melissa Butler 

   5/9   Dave Bailey 

   5/16   Kevin Wade 

   5/23   Holly Ireland 

   5/30  Judy Hunt 

 

Ambassadors/Ushers  

   Tom Lathrop, John Dorio, & Dave Martin  

Revised COVID Worship Guidelines 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 NYS allows any Church not in a restricted clus-

ter to worship at 50% capacity. However, all 

other COVID protocols remain in place:  

1) The Social distancing of 6ft  

    (12ft for singers are allowed). 

2) Masks required at all times. 

3) Disinfecting of hands, surfaces,  

    and objects. 

 

 Effective April 1, NYS will no longer require  

domestic travelers without symptoms to  quaran-

tine on arrival in NY for 14 days. 

 

NOTE: Based on current guidance from the NYS 

and CDC, vaccination status does not change 

the requirements stipulated in #1 and #2 yet. 

Therefore, regardless of the 50% of capacity per-

mission and vaccination status, all church gather-

ings are required to follow the social/physical dis-

tancing of 6 feet and masks all times.   

 

Due to this reason, MUMC still can have only  

up to 20 units for in-house worship each Sun 

day. Please continue to fill out the weekly sur 

vey form to reserve your seats and follow the  

NY State guidelines for all church gatherings.  

 

Dear friends in Christ,  

We have made a long journey together  

during this most challenging season of the  

Covid-19 pandemic. Let us faithfully remain in 

patience and joy of the Lord! The Spirit of the  

living God will continue to protect each one  

of us and lead our congregation to enter a  

new and joyful season soon. Let us not forget  

that God is good to us always!   

From Pastor Sung Ah  

https://www.facebook.com/MarcellusUMC/live/
https://www.facebook.com/MarcellusUMC/live/
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INR (Imagine No Racism) 

Virtual Training at MUMC  

 

MUMC will have virtual INR trainings. All congre-

gants are invited to join us for the virtual INR 

training with Rev. Susan Ranous.   

 

We will meet  the following six Thursday eve-

nings at 6:30 pm via ZOOM.  If you are interest-

ed, please contact Carol Williams 

(williamscarolh@gmail.com)   

or Pastor Sung Ah to sign in.  A minimum of six 

participants are required to register in order to 

have the virtual training with a district facilitator 

at MUMC.   

 

 Session 1- Thursday, May  27 

 Session 2- Thursday, June  3 

 Session 3- Thursday, June 10 

           Session 4- Thursday, June 24 

 Session 5- Thursday,  July   1 

 Session 6- Thursday,  July   8 

 

 

MUMC is gradually resuming Sunday School 

gatherings. Kids will meet once a month.  The 

next gathering will be Sunday, May 23 between 

9:30~10:30 in the Wesley Hall. All grades are 

welcome.  

*Masks and temperature checks are required.   

Thrift and Gift Shop  

News & Hours 
       

-Tuesdays    9:30 AM ~ 5:30 PM  

-Thursdays   10 AM ~ 2 PM 

-2nd & 4th Saturdays of each month,  

          10 AM ~ 2 PM 

 

 * Social Distancing Practices are required, in-

cluding wearing a mask. Only 2 customers per-

mitted in shop at a time. If you have any ques-

tion about the Thrift shop, please contact Cin-

dy McAllister or Trudy Quinlan.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drive-Through Chicken BBQ  
 

The famous chicken BBQ is coming to Marcel-

lus on Saturday, May 15. It will begin at 12, 

Noon until gone.   

$10 includes:  Chicken, macaroni salad, 

baked beans, and dinner roll.   

 

Volunteers are needed to cook and dispense 

dinners at the window.  To volunteer contact 

Dave Martin at 315-466-3426.  If you would like 

to donate money to help purchase supplies 

you can give the donation to John Dorio or 

Dave Martin.     
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May Birthdays 

   1   Dick Lathrop 

        Mike Brown  

   8   Linda Norris   

   9   Marty Wicks   

  16   George West  

  18   Diana Meade   

  19   Diana Brown   

  21   Gary Evans  

  23   Diane Lathrop      

  25   Tracy Cheney 

  29   Rev. Tom Brown 

         Nancy Seeley 

         Karen Lewien 

   12   Mike/Laurie Moore 

   22   John/Karen Lewien 

   25   Dave/Janet Takach 

          (Happy 30th!) 

   29   Eric/Tracy Cheney 

 MUMC Prayer Chain 
 

Please Keep the Following Loved Ones in Prayer:  

Jeannette Beck, Janet Whyland, Connie White,  

Diane Lathrop, Ginger Evans, Ron Ramsden,  

Cathy Mehlenbacher, Joy Buffan, Joyce Doig,   

Evelyn Riggall, Betty/Don Sherman, & Tom Brown  
  

Military Personnel and Families:  

Chad Hardenburgh, Zachary Smith, Matthew Barnes,  

Kristen & Brian Walter, Sgt. Jeffrey Lumley 

Do you have a prayer request?  

Cathy Mehlenbacher is a new prayer chain coordinator.  

If you have a prayer request, please contact Cathy  

at (315)741-4172 or cmehl8432@gmail.com.  

 

Virtual Prayer Room  

Wednesday at 11 AM  

ZOOM Prayer Room  

Meeting ID 875 2232 6302 

Meeting PW 993070 
Psalm 66:19 

“But truly God has listened; he has  

attended to the voice of my prayer.”  

Thank You! 

 

Thank you my church family! During my time of heal-

ing, "God loved me through you" by your many pray-

ers, cards of comfort and strength and meals.  

I also want to publicly thank my husband for doing 

the majority of the work to make our altar beautiful 

for Easter. He got the flowers, setup the "Strader 

Stone" and arranged the display for Easter Sunday 

as I am still regaining my strength. I feel so blessed by 

our Lord Jesus. He is faithful, the strength of my 

life.  God bless you all abundantly.    

 

From Diane Lathrop   

Church Meetings in May 

 5/  5 Worship Team (Zoom) 

 5/  5   Missions in Action  (Wesley Hall)  

 5/11  Trustees (Wesley Hall)  

 5/18  S/PPRC (Wesley Hall)  

 5/19  Finance Team (Wesley Hall)  

 5/26  Church Council  (Zoom)  

 -Praise Band Rehearsal on Wednesdays @ 6 PM  

 -Virtual Prayer Room on Wednesdays @ 11 AM 
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Marcellus United Methodist Church Mission:  

We welcome, encourage and equip all people to experience God’s love and grace through Jesus Christ. 

Marcellus UMC Vision Statement to Support Our Faithful Mission 

As a faith community seeking God’s  

direction for discipleship, we are 

called to: 

Welcome all people by: 
 Creating inspiring worship,  

relevant to daily life, through 

music and the Word 

 Inviting people to worship  

service and church activities 

 Participating in ecumenical 

events 

 Honoring diversity and our 

unique perspectives 

 Appreciating that God speaks  

to people differently 

 Inspiring worshippers to share 

Christ’s love with others  

Encourage one another by: 

 Visiting the sick and homebound 

 Praying for the church and its 

people 

 Offering personal assistance 

 Utilizing laity of all ages 

 Offering Gifts and acts of  

service to neighbors near and far 

“Let your light shine  

before others in such a way  

that they may see your good 

works, and glorify God in heaven.” 
 

Matthew 5:16 

Sunday Worship  

9:30 AM  

Equip all people by: 

 Presenting a variety of small 

group learning opportunities 

 Offering Sunday School classes 

for all ages 

 Providing strong leadership for 

education 

 Encouraging activities to apply 

lessons learned 

 Providing information by      

communicating in a variety of 

ways 

www.facebook.com/MarcellusUMC 

Marcellus United Methodist Church 

 

1 Slocombe Avenue, Marcellus, New York 13108-1121 

 


